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Jean Sibelius: «Music begins where the possibilities of language end» 
The International Culture Association in Turku in collaboration with 
Finnish company SEM Consulting as well as The Union of Russian 
Composers invites singers and musicians from all over to celebrate 
a festival of music JSFest. Come and join us in Turku and celebrate 
with us this international festival of choral, vocal and instrumental 
music! Every year in November we welcome again the participants 
from all over the world for the International Competition, dedicated 

to Jean Sibelius. The JSFest concept includes the Competition as the main part of 
the event but also allows concerts and manifold encounters between the participants. 
Participants from around the globe will again have the chance to discover the beauty 

of the Northern country, combined with an international music event, dedicated to 
Sibelius. All concert and competition venues as well as accommodations and other 
event locations in Turku are situated within walking distance. Here participants will 
meet, celebrate, play music and sing together and get to know other nations and their 

traditions. 
One of the most important things for the artist and his heirs: keeping up the musical 
spirit. Following this intension, I would like to warmly welcome you to our festival 
JSFest. With all my heart, I wish all participants a beautiful, inspiring and successful 

time in Turku! Take a chance on the opportunity to get to know new people and 
continue together with us the musical tradition of Jean Sibelius! Good luck at the 
competition! I hope and I wish that you can show your best performance. I wish 
all competitors, organizers and supporters but above all the audience an exciting 

competition!

President of the International Culture Association in Turku, Finland
Svetlana Myhkyrä



«Jean Sibelius is one of those composers who express the 
character of the Finnish people by their music truthfully and 
effortlessly», wrote the critic K. Flodin about the remarkable 

Finnish composer in 1891. The creativity of Sibelius is not only 
a bright page in the history of the music culture of Finland, but 
his popularity as a composer has reached far beyond his native 
land. His most prosperous creative period was between the end 

of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century — 
a time of growing national liberation and revolutionary 

movements in Finland. At the time, the small state was a part 
of the Russian Empire and tested by the moods of an epoch of 

social changes preceding a storm. It is remarkable that in Finland, as well as in 

Sibelius composed in various genres. He wrote seven symphonies, symphonic 
poems, three orchestral suites, a concert for a violin with an orchestra, two 

string quartets, piano quintets and trios, chamber vocal and instrumental works, 
music and drama performances, but his greatest talent lay in symphonic music. 
In Finland Sibelius played and plays an important role: he is recognized as the 
quintessential national composer, a symbol of greatness of the country. During 
his lifetime Sibelius received honours rendered to few artists. There are streets, 
parks and an annual music festival named after him, and the music institute he 

studied in was renamed as the Sibelius Academy. It is because of this that the City 
of Turku, which houses the Sibelius Museum, is a perfect place to organize this 
international competition of choruses, instrumental music and academic vocal.
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Borislava Taneva is a pianist-performer, a composer, a pedagogue, a chamber musician, an organiser of 
musical events. Her active participation in the contemporary cultural life in Bulgaria and abroad defines 
her as a successful, multispectral musician.
She was born in Sofia in the family of distinguished musicians and started her musical education at a very 
early age. She completed her master’s degree in piano and composition at the National Music Academy 
“Pancho Vladigerov” in Sofia. There are some other world famous professors like Jacob Lateiner, Germaine 
Mounier, Vera Gornostaeva and Ludwig Hoffmann who also played a role in her development as a 
performer. Borislava Taneva has been a laureate of national and international piano, chamber music and 
composition competitions in Bulgaria, Italy, Japan, Greece, etc. She has performed multiple recitals in 
Bulgaria, Greece, Germany, Italy, Brasil, Switzerland, Lithuania, Israel, France, Norway, Macedonia, Spain, 
etc. After her graduation Borislava Taneva started work as an assistant professor in the Piano Department 
of the Performance Faculty of the National Music Academy /NMA/ in Sofia. Currently she is a piano and 
pedagogical practice professor at NMA in Sofia and vice rector of the Academy.
In 2012 a Doctor's degree (PHD) was conferred on Borislava Taneva. For several years she had great 
success, teaching Interpretation of Contemporary Music in Athens.She gives masterclasses and delivers 
seminars on various topics at music colleges and academies in Greece, Swiss, France, USA, Luxembourg, 
Brasil, Spain, USA, Singapore, Norway, Italy etc. Prof. Taneva has appeared as a jury member in many 
national and international piano competitions in Greece, France, Vienna, Luxembourg, Bulgaria, Serbia 
etc. Her students have been awarded with numerous of prizes from national and international forums and 
competitions. She is the author of several opuses of piano pieces for beginners, edited by MUSICA 
FERRUM  in London. She is the founder and a member of the Swiss-Bulgarian Association of Culture – 
SBAC, based in Geneva. B. Taneva was awarded with special prizes for her contribution to Bulgarian 
culture.

Jury of the Ninth International  Online
JSFest Instrumental Music Competition
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Jury Chairperson



In 1971 he graduated from the Leningrad State Conservatory named after Rimsky-Korsakov (piano class 
of Professor S. M. Chenevoy, class music theory of Professor Y. N. Tyulin). In 1972 he defended his thesis, 
in 1990 - a doctoral degree. Professor (1993). Sphere of scientific interests - the history of Russian music, 
musical culture of the Central Asia, problems of contemporary music education. In 1969-76, he worked 
in Turkmenistan. From 1976 to 1999 worked in Higher Trade-Union school of culture (Humanitarian 
University of trade unions), in 1999 - at the Academy of postgraduate pedagogical education, 2004 - in 
Russian pedagogical university named after A.I. Herzen. Invited Professor at the Institute of musicology 
at Leipzig University. The author of five monographs, more than four hundred articles in scientific 
journals of Russia and foreign countries. Specializes in the genres of piano ensemble and 
accompaniment. Deputy Chairman of the St. Petersburg Association of piano duets. Chairman of the 
organizing Committee of the competition “Brother and Sister”, member of the jury all-Russian 
competition of piano duets A. G. Bahchieva. The author of original compositions, arrangements and 
transcriptions for choir heard on the Philharmonic stages in different countries. One of the leaders of the 
Union of Composers of Russia, since 1994 - Chairman of the audit Committee of the UK St. Petersburg, 
from 1995 to 2010 - Chairman of the audit Committee of the IC of Russia. At the tenth Congress of the 
Union of composers of Russia (2010) elected Secretary of this creative organization. Chairman of the 
Dissertation Council of the faculty of music University named after A.I. Herzen. Honorary worker of 
higher professional education of Russia (2012).
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Tatiana Chistyakova was born in Moscow in a family of musicians. She began to study piano at the age of six at the Children’s 
Art School named after S. T. Richter (class teacher E. Chistyakova). Throughout her studies at the school, she regularly 
participated in concerts and competitions. The winners in the youth competitions “Hope” (1996), “Young Talents of Muscovy” 
(1998), the performance with the orchestra of a concert by I. S. Bach d-moll in the Great Hall of the Kaluga Philharmonic Hall, 
the first solo concert in two parts in Reutov became significant and participation in the Advendikontsert International 
Festival in Estonia. Since 2001, she studied at college, and then at the GMPI them. Ippolitova-Ivanova, who graduated with 
honors in 2011. All the years she studied in the class of professor, member of the Union of Composers of Moscow, laureate of 
international competitions Aida Petrovna Isakova. She continued her further education at the Incontri col maestro 
International Piano Academy (Imola, Italy), classes of professors V. Ashkenazi, A. Kravchenko, B.V. Petrushansky. Tatyana took 
part in master classes by such famous professors as V.K. Merzhanov, M.V. Filippov, V. Chuchkov, A. Kurtev, V.V. Mishchuk, R. 
Rizaliti, K. Pari, A. A. Pisarev, I. Glinka, D. Masleev. In the summer of 2004 she participated in master classes and concerts at the 
Margess International creative school in Switzerland. Tatiana Chistyakova is a laureate and diploma winner of more than 
twenty international competitions in Russia, Ukraine, Italy, Spain, Bulgaria, Serbia, and the USA. Among them: International 
Competition in Odessa (Grand Prix), «Musica classica» in Ruza, «Great Teachers» in Bulgaria, named after S. V. Rachmaninov 
in St. Petersburg, «Premio Pianistico Euterpe», «Pietro Argento», « Citta di Pesaro «,» Citta di Fasano «,» Anemos «,» Don 
Vincenzo Vitti «,» Paolo Serrao «,» Lia Tortora «,» Citta di Barletta «,» Citta di Caraglio «in Italy, Ibiza International Piano 
Competition , «Contemporary Art and Education», «Talents of the New Century» in Moscow, etc. Tatiana regularly gives solo 
concerts and in various compositions in the halls of Russia, Italy (including at the MiTo festival), Holland, Kazakhstan, Greece, 
and Bulgaria. She collaborated with orchestras under the direction of A. Vorontsov, I. Kazhdan, G. Aravidis, A. Khurgin, A. 
Istomin. Since 2011 - a participant in the programs of the St. Petersburg House of Music under the leadership of S.P. Roldugin. 
Since 2014, collaborates with the concert agency Classics Concert. Since 2015, regularly takes part in the jury of various 
competitions, such as the European competition «Don Matteo Colucci», (Fasano, Italy)., International Piano Competition. 
Aida Isakova (Aiz Almaty, Kazakhstan), the Internet contest «Music Prospect», «Mediterraneo competition» (Bari, Italy), the 
Art Academy (Kyrgyzstan), the 1st All-Russian Piano Competition «MariaFest» and others. Conducts master classes in Russia 
and Italy. Since 2017, she is the art director of the Artist creative association. Since 2018 - Member of the World Piano 
Teachers Association. In November 2018, she performed at Carnegie Hall (New York, USA) Has recordings on the radio 
«Orpheus», «Russian World». In 2015, a CD was released recording the popular works of P.I. Tchaikovsky in transcription for 
piano by A. Isakova.
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Konstantin Krasnitsky is the absolute winner, laureate of the 1. Prize of the Competition Jury and of the Special prize awarded by the audience at 
the 1st International Pianist Competition EPTA (European Piano Teachers Association) „Svetislav Stančić“ in Zagreb in 1999. At the 3rd International 
Pianist Competition „S. V. Rachmaninov“ in Moscow in 2002 he won the fourth Prize and the title of the laureate. He is the winner of the Special 
prize of the President of the Republic of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko in 2002. He was born in Minsk into the family of professional musicians, he 
received his first piano lessons from his mother Valentina Krasnitskaya, who was the pianist. At the age of five he enrolled in the Secondary music 
school for specially talented and gifted children in the class of the professor Yevgeny Puksta. After successful completion thereof he continued his 
education at the Belarusian State Academy of Music in the class of the renowned professor Vladimir Nekhaenko. Young Krasnitsky was greatly 
influenced by the acquaintance of the famous Russian pianist and professor of the Moscow, Trossingen and Warsaw Music Academies, Viktor 
Karpovič Meržanov with whom he continued his studies for seven years. Konstantin Krasnitsky received his Master's degree from the Belarusian 
State Academy of Music in Minsk, where from 1999 he continued to work as a pedagogue. Soon he attained the position of piano professor of 
honour at the Anyang Normal University in China, assistant professor of the Belarusian State Academy of Music and associate professor of the 
Academy of Arts, at the J.J.Strossmayer University in Osijek. The piano study at the Academy of Arts in Osijek has been founded thanks to his arrival 
to Osijek and a number of his students have been awarded at international music competitions and festivals. Krasnitsky has been equally involved 
in pedagogical work and active concerting. He has been performing as a soloist, in an ensamble and orchestras in Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, the 
United States of America, China, Tajikistan, Germany, Austria, Italy, Turkey, Norway, Denmark, Croatia, Srbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and with 
leading orchestras in Belarus such as the President's Orchestra of the Republic of Belarus, Symphony Orchestra of the national academy Great 
Theatre and Balet of the Republic of Belarus, State academy simphony orchestra of the Republic of Belarus, State chamber orchestra of the 
Republic of Belarus, Symphony orchestra of the city of Gomel, Symphony orchestra of the city of Molodechno, Symphony orchestra of the Belarus 
State Music Academy „the Young Belarus“ as well as with international orchestras such as the Moscow Symphony Orchestra, St.Croix Valley 
Symphony Orchestra, Symphony orchestra of the Croatian Radio and Television, Croatian Chamber Orchestra, Varaždin Chamber Orchestra. He 
worked together with a number of renowned musicians such as Pavle Dešpalj, Vladimir Ziva, Berislav Šipuš, Yevgeny Xaviereff, Genadij Provatorov 
etc. He performed at the Berlin Konzerthaus and also at the Great ,"Rachmaninov" and Small Hall of the Moscow Conservatory, Queen Elisabeth 
Hall in London, Volkstheateru in Vienna, Concert Hall „Vatroslav Lisinski“ and Croatian Music Institute in Zagreb, at the Palace of the Republic in 
Minsk, Steinway Chamber Hall in Copenhagen etc. He also performed at numerous festivals of piano music in Belarusian cities e.g. Minsk, Brest, 
Mogilev and Grodno, at the festival „the Minsk Spring of 1999“, „the Minsk Spring of 2003“, „ Art to Children and Youth“, at the concerts of the 1st 
prize winners with the Belarus State Philharmonic and leading festivals in Croatia e.g. „Piano-Fortisssimo“ in Zagreb, the Varaždin Baroque 
Evenings, the Senj Concert Evenings, the Days of Milko Kelemen, the Dubrovnik Summer Festival, May Music Memorial “Josip Štolcer Slavenski", The 
Osijek Museum Musical Wednesday, "Romberg Musical Evenings" and other. He has played the premier of the compositions by Croatian 
composers Davor Bobić, Josip Štolcer Slavenski and Sanja Drakulić and when he performed Tango by Kelemen at the festival „the Days of Milko 
Kelemen“ the composer himself was  so delighted and thrilled with the performance that in the middle of the concert he asked Krasnitsky to play 
it once again! Krasnitsky has also done radio recordings. He has been a guest in TV shows in Belarus, Russia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina. He is 
a member of the Croatian Society of Music Artists. „As the gentle giant he even looks a bit like the young Rachmaninov, Krasnitsky had the most 
sheerly beautiful sound – sumptuous and mellow – which he achieved with wonderful economy” ( 25th April 2002 “ In Searching of New Stars” The 
Independent, London) “In the performance of the young Belarus pianist I have heard a number of pieces by S.V. Rachmaninov including his Second 
sonata and that was the most impressive performance of all performances that I have ever heard ( 5th June 2004, from a letter, Dmitry Bashkirov, 
Minneapolis, USA)
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Sharova Elena  is a pianist, a full-time teacher of special piano at the Children's Art School named after
E. A. Mravinsky in St. Petersburg.
A graduate of the Gorky Conservatory named after M. I. Glinka in the piano class.
She conducts active competitive, concert, educational and methodological activities, she has students 
who are laureates, including winners of the Grand Prix, International and national competitions.
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I work as a pianist, professor, accompanist and chamber musician, performing mostly classical music. As 
a piano professor I work almost 37 years at music school "Stanislav Binički" - Belgrade.
During a long career, as chamber musician, I cooperated with musicians from Sweden, Finland, Serbia 
etc. On International piano competition in Novi Sad (Serbia), and other domestic competitions I was a 
jury member. In National theatre - Belgrade I was working on opera "Salome" and cooperating with 
German conductor Johanes Harneit. For about 15 years, Svetozar Vujic - double bass, and I perform and 
play together, as a chamber duo "DiS". Among other concerts, we had recitals in Belgrade -Serbia, on 
BASS CONGRES 2016. - PRAGUE, BASS CONGRES 2018. - LUCCA - ITALY, at ISB Convention 2019. - 
Bloomington - USA. Our most recent concert was at 10.03.2021. - Historical musem - Belgrade - online 
streaming.
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Ilona Birģele is a sought-after organist from Latvia who regularly performs in Baltic States, Europe, 
Russia, Scandinavia as well as other parts of the world, such as Israel and Kazakhstan. Due to her rich 
experience and talent, numerous contemporary composers have dedicated their works to Ilona Birģele. 
She has been invited to perform at various music festivals, such as the International Festival of Organ 
Music Adeste Fidelis in St. Petersburg, International Festival of Organ Music in Estonia, BACH under 
BACH sign, International Festival of Organ and Chamber Music Вселенная звука (The Universe of 
Sound) in Siberia, The International Festival Heure Mistique in Switzerland with organ music by Latvian 
composers and International Festival of Organ Music Riga Cathedral.
Ilona has also participated in the production of several music recordings: Mūzika Dievnamam (Music for 
the Church) of Liepaja Holy Trinity Cathedral (2015), Romualds Jermaks anniversary concert for Vecrīgas 
gravīras (Engravings of the Old-Riga) (2016) in Riga Dom, as well as recorded the cycle of composer 
Indra Riše Dziesmas par laimi (Songs about happiness) together with soprano Inga 
Šļubovska-Kancēviča on the album Trumpets of Angels (2020).  Ilona Birģele has graduated from Jāzeps 
Vītols Latvian Music Academy with the eminent organ professor Tālivaldis Deksnis. She has developed 
her artistic skills at Enschede Conservatory of Music in the Netherlands with professor Gijs van 
Schoonhoven as well as in numerous masterclasses in Germany, Austria, Netherlands, Sweden, Finland, 
Latvia and Lithuania with professors Volfgang Zerer, Hans-Ola Ericsson, Hans Fagius, Olivier Latry, Daniel 
Roth, Jos van der Kooy, Jon Laukvik, Christopher Stembridge, Jacques van Oortmerssen, Teo Jellema, 
Martin Sander, Martin Schmeding, Herribert Metzger, Joel Speerstra, Karin Nelson, Joris Verdin, Gary 
Verkade, Ludger Lohmann, Hans Helsten and Ralph Gustavson.
Ilona Birģele is founder and manager of several projects, including the Historical Organ Festival Latvia – 
the land of organs. She is also a member of organ duo Riga Organum Duo and cooperation partner of 
SIA Impro Ceļojumi. In 2019, the organist received a certificate of appreciation from Viļaka municipality 
for promoting the development of the region in the field of culture and promoting the image. Ilona 
Birģele is a member of the Board of the Society for Music Activities 'Pleno', artistic director for concerts 
in St. Jacob Catholic Cathedral of Riga and also educator of Riga Cathedral Choir School.
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Dilbağ Tokay (cello) 
Dilbağ Tokay started studying the cello at Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University İstanbul State Conservatory 
with Reşit Erzin, and received her DMA from the same Conservatory. She has worked with prominent 
cellists such as M. Khomitzer, N. Ullner, F. Berthold, A. Rudin and has given numerous recitals, chamber 
and orchestral concerts as a soloist in Serbia, Sweden, Austria, Germany, France, Italy, Belgium, Cyprus, 
Bulgaria, Kygyzstan, Pakistan, Syria, India and Brazil. She has given masterclasses in Bulgaria, Serbia, 
Kygyzstan and Brazil. Additionally, she has given masterclasses in Bulgaria, Serbia, Italy and Turkey. With 
Emine Serdaroğlu, as CelloPianoDuo, she has received superb international feedback after 
performances at prestigious concert halls and festivals. Their “Turkish Music for Cello and Piano” CD is 
released by NAXOS and was awarded 2016 “Recording of the Year Award” at the prestigious Donizetti 
Classical Music Awards. For her instrumental teaching rôle at MSFAU Istanbul State Conservatory, Tokay 
has been awarded numerous prizes for excellence from international competition bodies.

Tokay
Turkey
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Mikhail Degtiarev received his first cello lessons at the Special Music School St. Petersburg in the class of 
Elena Dernova. He then studied from 1996 to 2001 with Prof. Anatoli Nikitin and his assistant Kira 
Kravtsova.

During his studies, he was a member of the Saint Petersburg Cello Ensemble, under the direction of 
Professor Nikitin, and was already pursuing an active concert career. In 1996, he was a laureate of the 
"Young Talents of Russia" festival and in 1998 a laureate of the competition of the Gartow Foundation 
"Friends of St. Petersburg Music." In 1998, he took part in the orchestra academy of the 
Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival. He completed his cello studies in 2005 at the Stuttgart University of 
Music with Prof. Peter Buck.

 He composes both serious (classical) and pop music, including for the Rastrelli cello quartet.

 Mikhail Degtiarev is currently a lecturer for string quartet at the State Conservatory in St. Petersburg.
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Cheng-Yu Wu was born in Taichung, Taiwan in 1981. He began his musical education at the National First 
Senior High School of Taichung under Ms. Li-Ming Chen’s guidance in 1996. He attended National 
Taiwan University and majored in Philosophy in 1999. Meanwhile, he continued to pursue music career 
and studied with Mr. Anders Norell and Ms. Yi-Hui Lin. Cheng-Yu was the First Chair flute in the Ministry 
of National Defense Symphony Orchestra between 2003 and 2004 during the military service. In 2005, 
Cheng-Yu went to Europe and studied music under Harrie Starreveld, Marten Root, Marieke 
Schneemann, and Ellen Vergunst at Conservatorium van Amsterdam. In 2011, Cheng-Yu earned his 
Master’s Degree in Music from Conservatorium van Amsterdam. 
Cheng-Yu is known as a flutist and specialized in interpreting variety of music styles. He studied 
contemporary music with Mr. Harrie Starreveld, and Baroque flute with Mr. Marten Root. He formed his 
chamber music group, The CVA Trio, with Violist Mr. Victor Gil Gazapo and Harpist Ms. Anna Steinkogler 
in 2009 and performed in both the Netherlands and Austria. During this time, Cheng-Yu also 
collaborated with Pianist Harimada Kusuma as Goudsbloemduo in 2008. They have been performing in 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, and Taiwan till today. 　　
In 2012, Cheng-Yu started an experimental solo flute recital project titled "Just Flute?!". The project was 
well received and soon he was invited to feature in the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, and Taipei 
International New Music Festival. Cheng-Yu is well-known for his creativity of playing different types of 
flutes for various music styles. In additional to concert performance, Cheng-Yu is dedicated to flute and 
composition education. He formed a modern music ensemble, TimeArt Studio, in 2013.  Cheng-Yu's first 
flute solo album Ten Poems was released in 2014 and was nominated for The Golden Melody Awards for 
Traditional Arts and Music in Taiwan. His second album Parallaxis was released in May 2018. Cheng-Yu is 
currently active as a flute soloist and a music educator in Shanghai and various cities in Taiwan.

Cheng-Yu
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Taiwan
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Executive Director International Music Academy INTMA

2011 – Currently working as Executive Director of the "International Music Academy INTMA" based in 
Vienna, Austria. Ongoing concert and teaching activities with different orchestras and chamber music 
projects, workshops and festivals.

Founder The Brunette Quartet

2015 – Professional flute quartet based in Vienna, Austria. Ongoing concert activities, co-operations 
with contemporary composers. Exploring and experimenting with new dimensions.

Board member Austrian Flute Association

2018 – The Austrian Flute Association is a networking platform for all “flute lovers” - our goal is to 
reorganize and support the Austrian flute society. To connect professional flutists, flute students and 
amateurs through organizing concerts, workshops, masterclasses, instrument- and music score 
showcases all around the flute.Education Performance Arts, Flute Vienna Konservatorium, Vienna, 
Austria

2007 – 2010 - Workshops and masterclasses

Attended masterclasses and was taught by many of the most renowned flutists and professors, like 
Auréle Nicolet, Emmanuel Pahud,  Sir James Galway, Paul Edmund Davies, Wissam Boustany, Carin 
Levine, Ian Clarke.

Mária
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A multi-instrumentalist, being one of the very few in the world who you can see performing as a soloist with two instruments on the 
same stage with an orchestra, internationally acclaimed harpist, pianist, composer, and professor Dr. Chaerin Kim is the winner of 
several international competitions. She was the winner of the Special Prize of Best Performance of Russian Music at the International 
Harp Competition in Russia, winner of the Future Classic Women Award from the London Radio Station, the CFA Award and 
Department Honor Award from Boston University, the Garrett Award, Foundation Award, and Julia Leney Harp Prize in London, the 
Soloist Competition Winner at Ewha University, Kaywon School for the Arts, and Boston University, the Bronze Medalist for Solo Piano 
at the Walgan Music Competition, and winner of the Grand Prize from the Korean Student's Newspaper.
Her harp performance has been used for the British movie Kaleidoscope (Main actor Toby Jones), which was the winner of Best 
Performance at the Edinburgh International Film Festival. As a composer, her composition, Rendezvous, has 100 versions, including 
versions for orchestra, harp, piano, and voice, with lyrics written by her and translated into 80 different languages, and the orchestral 
version of Rendezvous had its world premiere in Boston, Massachusetts. She released 146 songs (7 Albums and 91 Singles), and many 
of her music was aired on the radio stations in U.S., and UK. Most recently, she was nominated for and awarded the Future Classic 
Women Awards through the London Radio Station, who interviewed her twice, and also interviewed with WCPE Radio in USA.
Dr. Kim's musical studies began when she was six years old. She majored in piano at the Yewon Music Middle School, while also 
beginning studies in cello and voice. After Yewon, she went on to attend Kaywon High School of Arts, where she continued to major 
in piano. In her last year, at the age of eighteen, she also started lessons on harp, and six months later won the Soloist Audition for 
Harp. She received her B.A. with Highest Honors from Ewha University in Seoul – then, while pursuing her master's degree at Ewha, 
she was offered a scholarship for a PGD at the Royal Academy of Music in London, where she graduated with "distinction." She got her 
M.M. from Yale University on a scholarship, graduating summa cum laude. She was invited to the Artist's Diploma program at Yale and 
Graduate Diploma Program at New England Conservatory – however, she decided to pursue her doctorate at Boston University, where 
she was offered a full scholarship. She was the "quickest recipient of a Doctorate" in BU Music School's history, completing it in three 
and a half years.
As a contest judge and jury, Dr. Kim was the artistic director of the USA International Music Competition in 2010, and in 2021, she is 
judging at 10 international competitions for both harp and piano: the Music International Grand Prix in New York, the King's Peak 
International Music Competition in California, the World Vision Music Contest in Germany, the Grand Metropolitan International Music 
Competition in Canada, the International Music Competition in Serbia, Music Modern in Ukraine, Musical South Palmyra in Ukraine, 
the International Youth Music Competition in Atlanta, Danubia International Music Competition in Hungary, and IX JSFest 
International Instrumental Music Competition in Finland. Dr. Kim was formerly a professor at Eastern Nazarene College, where she 
taught harp, piano, music theory and music history classes, and was also the former Head of the Harp Department at Adagio Music 
Academy and South Shore Conservatory. Currently, she is an artistic director of UIMC, an artist with the TTF Entertainment company 
in China, and a professor of both instruments; harp and piano at University of Massachusetts Boston, Schloss Akademie in Germany, 
and harp through the Office of Arts at Harvard University.
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Michel Plasson - “Daniela is an extraordinary harpist with a highly consolidated technique and enchanting musicality.”
Daniela was born in Sofia, Bulgaria. At the age of 9, she started to study the piano and five years later, commenced her harp 
studies in the L. Pipkov Musical Institute with Constance Karadjova. In 1980, she received the harp position in the Bulgarian 
PIONER Youth Philharmonic Orchestra. In 1984, Daniela commenced her studies in the Sofia National Conservatoire. A year 
later, she won a scholarship to study at the Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov Conservatoire in St. Petersburg, where, in 1990 and 
under the direction of the renowned harpist Tatiana Tauer, she obtained a PhD in Harp studies (as the first study instrument) 
and a further PhD in Piano studies (as a second study instrument), graduating with first-class honours (Summa Cum Laude).
The following prizes Daniela has won are worth noting: Silver medal in the 7th Bulgarian National Harp Competition (1985), 
where she also received the Special Prize for the Youngest Participant; she was a prize winner in the International Festivals in 
Moscow and St. Petersburg (1988); the Andrés Segovia and José Miguel Ruiz Morales prize as the most distinguished student 
in the Música en Compostela competition, awarded by the prestigious harpist Nicanor Zabaleta; the Jakez François 1st prize 
in the 1st Iberian Chamber Music with Harp Competition in Madrid (2004), with violinist Sergei Teslia.  In 1991, Daniela 
received the harp soloist position in the Royal Seville Symphony Orchestra. Since 2002, she has been the harp tutor at the 
Special School for Music at San Francisco de Paula School in Seville. She also gives master classes sponsored by grants 
awarded by the Junta de Andalucía (the Andalusian regional government) and the Asociación Amigos de la ROSS (the Royal 
Seville Symphony Orchestra Fellowship). In 2017, she was named as the tenured harp lecturer for the Master’s degree in 
Soloist Performance, speciality: Harp Studies at the KATARINA GURSKA Centre for Higher Musical Education, Madrid.
Since 2002, Daniela has led an intensely active career as a soloist and also in chamber music duos with María Antonia 
Rodríguez, flute soloist in the RTVE Symphony Orchestra. In 2004, in conjunction with Don José Enrique Ayarra, Seville 
Cathedral’s principal organist, Daniela performed a concert of 19th and 20th century music with an electroacoustic harp in 
the aforementioned cathedral. This repertoire had never before been performed with this type of harp. For the occasion, the 
instrument was loaned by the Victor Salvi Foundation. Composers such as Antonio Noguera, Esteban Sanz Vélez, Julio 
Lozano, Martín Zalba, Luis Ignacio Marín and Gualberto García have dedicated works to her.
Daniela has recorded with many different record labels for Bulgarian, Russian, Spanish and Italian national radio and 
television broadcasters. She frequently performs in recitals, chamber ensembles in Europe, the USA, Russia and Asia. 
Furthermore, she performs with highly prestigious orchestras such as the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra (London), the 
Symphony Orchestra of the Mariinsky Theatre, the State Orchestra of St. Petersburg, the Symphony Orchestra of India, the 
Gürzenich Orchester Köln and the Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra, the Royal Symphony Orchestra of Seville, working with 
conductors such as Maazel, Muti, Jansons, Lazarev, Rostropovich, Plasson, etc. In addition, Daniela frequently performs at 
festivals, for instance: the Santander International Festival, International Harp Festival “Northern Lyre”, Mariinsky Theatre, the 
Festival of Granada, Clásicos en Verano and the Festival Dei Due Mondi – Spoleto…

Daniela
Iolkicheva
Bulgaria/Spain
Jury MemberJury Member



Liudmila Gurevich was born on 16 July 1950 in Leningrad, USSR. 
She took her first music lessons at the age of seven. 

Since 1966 she studied in the Music College named by Modest Mussorgsky (violin, class by Anatoly 
Reznikovsky). Since 1970 studied in Saint-Petersburg Conservatory (class of Prof. Mikhail Belyakov). 

Graduated from the Conservatory in 1975 with the first-class honors degree. Doctor of Artknowledge 
(1984), Docent (2008). 

Since 1970 she has worked at the Music school No.2 in Saint-Petersburg. Since 1990 is working at the 
Music College named by RimskyKorsakov (since 2009 – head of the String department). Also since 1984 
she is working at the Saint-Petersburg Conservatory, now as Docent by the chair of violin and viola. 

Dr. Doc. Liudmila Gurevich is one of the leading violin-teacher in St.- Petersburg. The author of the 
monograph “The Violin strokes and fingering” and “The Violin ABC”.  The leader of the Violin department 
at the Saint-Petersburg musical college named by Rimski-Korsakov, Docent at St.-Petersburg 
Conservatory. 

Liudmila
Gourevich
Russia
Jury MemberJury Member



Michail Kazinik, a world famous violinist virtuoso, a bestselling writer, a director, an educator, and a 
leading expert of the Nobel Concerts. 

Michail Kazinik was born in 1951 in Leningrad (now St. Petersburg, Russia). In 1991 he immigrated to 
Sweden, where he became a professor at both the Dramatic Institute in Stockholm and the 
International Business School of Scandinavia, as well as an expert of Nobel Concerts. 

His life-long passion for the arts has led to a celebrated and prolific career. He has found success as a 
musician, an art historian, and as an acclaimed director and actor at the Lederman Theater in 
Stockholm. 

Mr. Kazinik is an author of a number of books and musical albums for adults and children, including a 
bestselling book “The Secrets of Geniuses.” 

He lives in Sweden and tours the world leading concerts, lectures and creative programs.

Mikhail
Kazinik
Sweden
Jury MemberJury Member



Denis Oswer (oboe). 

Soloist of the group of oboes in the State Art Organization "New Russia".

Graduated from the Gnessin Academy under Professor Lyubimov in 1997. In 1998. received the highest 
degree from Boston University, where he studied in the class of prof. Gomberg.

After receiving a master's degree, he continued his education at the University of Hartford in the class of 
Professor Lucarelli, America's leading solo oboist. 

In 1998, Denis Oswer became a laureate of the "Emerson Quartet".

Since 2014, Denis Oswer has been actively involved in teaching. His students are laureates of numerous 
competitions. Some students from D. Oswer's class enter leading European universities.

Denis
Oswer
Russia
Jury MemberJury Member



Ulrich Walther was born in 1980 in Hagen, Germany, and studied concert organ, church and school 
music, and music education at the State Conservatory for Music & Performing Arts in Stuttgart, where 
his teachers were Ludger Lohmann, Jürgen Essl, Hans-Martin Corrinth and Willibald Bezler. He then 
furthered his musical training through private studies with David Sanger, and through participation in 
numerous masterclasses with artists such as Hans-Ola Ericsson, Lorenzo Ghielmi, Jon Laukvik, Daniel 
Roth, Gerhard Weinberger and Heinz Wunderlich. He has won prizes in several international 
competitions, including Second Prize and Special Prize in Graz (2006) and First Prize and Audience Prize 
at the St. Albans International Organ Competition (2007), as well as First Prize and Special Messiaen Prize 
in the International BACH | LISZT Organ Competition Erfurt – Weimar – Merseburg, performing on 
historic organs (2008). As the recipient of a grant from the German Music Council, he was admitted in 
2010/11 to the national-level selection in Young Artists’ Concerts. Following a two-year stint as a visiting 
professor, Ulrich Walther was appointed Professor of Organ at the University of Music & Performing Arts 
in Graz. As a concert artist, he has been the guest of prestigious festivals in Europe, Russia and America, 
including ION Nürnberg, Jeunesse Wien, St. Albans International Organ Festival, Thüringer Bachwochen, 
Notre Dame in Chartres, St.-Bavokerk in Haarlem, the Cathedral of Merseburg, the Concert Hall in 
Bamberg, Capella St. Petersburg, St. James Episcopal Church in Los Angeles, Moscow International 
House of Music, Frederiksborg Castle in Copenhagen and Birmingham Town Hall. Concurrently, his 
artistic profile is complemented by teaching courses at home and abroad, improvisations for silent 
films, CD and radio recordings, publications in specialised journals and serving as a jury member for 
competitions. Former students include prize-winners at international competitions. His research 
currently focuses on historical performance practice, as well as innovative musical practice within the 
area between transcription and composition: 4-CD set of Max Reger’s complete organ arrangements 
(2018), synoptic CD-project with Bach Trio sonatas in historic, romantic and jazz versions (2018),   
musicological thesis “concepts of interpretation and transcription on the organ” (2021).

Ulrich
Walther
Germany
Jury Membery



Warsaw, Poland
Jan Brożek - born on April 16, 2011. 
He began to play the piano at the age of 5. 
From 2017, he is a student of Karol Szymanowski 
Music School in Warsaw in the piano class of Ewa Zakrzewska. 
He won many prizes at international piano competitions 
(both solo and in piano duo with Mateusz Łuczak), among 
others 1st prize at Juliusz Zarębski International Competiton 
in Łomianki (2019), 1st prize at Internatinal Music Competi-
tion in Idrija (Slovenia) (2021), 1st prize at International Music 
Competition Citta di Sarzana (Italy), 1st prize at International 
Competition “Citta di San Dona di Piave” (2021). In addition to 
music, he enjoys sports and science. 

Moscow, Russia

Contestants of the Ninth International 
JSFest Instrumental Music Competition

Student of the Myaskovsky children's music school, 
class of the teacher Semyonova Olga Vladimirovna. 
Vlad fell in love with the piano long before audition. 
When he entered music school, he did not consider any 
other instrument as an alternative. He takes an active part in 
the concert and competition life of the school. Vlad graduat-
ed with honors from the 5th grade of the music school and 
continues investigation the subtleties of mastery of piano 
playing under the strict and careful guidance of his teacher.



Yang Kairui
China
Yang Kairui

Teacher
Liu Yuting - Associate Professor
China

Date of Birth
August 20, 2008 (13 years old)

Place of study
Guyuan Secondary School No. 3 (Guyuan City)
7 year grade 3

Varvara Orleanskaia
Saint - Petersburg, Russia
Varvara Orleanskaia started taking piano lessons at the age 
of seven (2012) at the musical school named after Mstislav 
Rostropovich in St. Petersburg, class of prof. Natalia Dmitrieva. 
In 2018 she entered the St. Petersburg musical and general 
education school 'Lyceum' and finished her middle school studies there. 
Her piano training in the 'Lyceum' was directed by prof. Irina Lobikova. In June 
2021 Varvara entered the St. Petersburg Rimsky-Korsakov College of Music, 
and continues her musical education at the pianoforte class with prof. Daria 
Lebedeva. Varvara Orleanskaia has taken part in a number of international 
musical competitions and has been awarded high degree Diplomas. Among 
the most recent awards are the following: - First International Competition 
'Musical Express - 2021' (1st prize, Rostov-on-Don, Russia, January 2021); 
- II international music competition CA MAESTOSO (1st prize, Turkey, January 
2021; - The International Art Festival 'Academia' (1st prize, St. Petersburg, 
Russia, March 2021); The International Musical Contest 'American Edition' (1st 
prize – 98/100 points, USA, May 2021)
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Darina Nikolova Dikova
Sofia, Bulgaria
Darina was born 23 July, 2000 in Sofia. 
In 2019, she graduated from the piano class of the 
Lubomir Pipkov National Music School. Supervised by 
Prof. Borislava Taneva, Darina is currently continuing her piano studies 
at the Prof. Pancho Vladigerov National Music Academy in Sofia.
Darina has won multiple national and international competitions held 
in Bulgaria, Austria, the Czech Republic, Italy, Serbia and Greece. She 
has performed as soloist with the Sofia Sinfonietta Orchestra, the 
Classic FM Orchestra and the Sofia Youth Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Darina also launched her solo concerts in Sofia, Burgas, Shumen, and 
Bratislava.
Darina has attended the master classes of Prof. Aleksander Hintchev, 
Prof. Yovcho Krushev, Prof. Chantal Stigliani, Prof. Luca Trabucco, Prof. 
Tomislav Baynov, Rada Chomakova and Prof. Antonio di Cristofano.

Hrisiana Savova is a young, 10-year-old, pianist from the 
city of Plovdiv, Bulgaria. She started learning to play the 
piano at the age of 5 and at the age of 7 she was accepted 
to the prestigious Dobrin Petkov National School of Music 
and Dance in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. Since then, she is one of the most 
promising pupils in Svetlana Koseva’s piano class. Despite her tender age, 
Hrisi has already had a remarkable musical career, participating in lots of 
national and international competitions and music festivals in Bulgaria, Italy, 
England, Austria, Greece, France, Russia  and Serbia and among the prizes, 
that she has won, are: FIRST PRIZE in International Moscow Music 

Competition, Russia, 2021; FIRST PRIZE in International Piano Competition MOZART, 2021; FIRST PRIZE in International Music 
Festival "Piccolo Piano Talents" Serbia 2021; FIRST PRIZE and special prize in International Music Festival „ART Borovetz” 2021; 
FIRST PRIZE in International Music Festival CAP FERRET MUSIC OPEN 2021 France; FIRST PRIZE and special prize in  XV 
International Classical Music Competition 2021, Pernik, Bulgaria; FIRST PRIZE and GRAND PRIX in “Път към славата” Sofia, 
Bulgaria 2021; FIRST PRIZE in International Music Festival PARIS 2020, France; FIRST PRIZE and EXCEPTIONAL YOUNG TALENT 
Special Prize Winner in „Grand Prize Virtuoso London“ , the UK, 2020; FIRST PRIZE in  VІІ International Piano Competition  " 
Schumann-Brahms " 2020; FIRST PRIZE and GRAND PRIX nomination in International Music Festival “Tryavna Art Festival” 2020, 
Bulgaria; FIRST PRIZE and EXCEPTIONAL YOUNG TALENT Special Prize Winner in „ Grand Prize Virtuoso Salzburg „ 2020, Austria; 
FIRST PRIZE in International Music Competition “The sound of time” 2020 Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria 
And many other awards and successes.
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Hrisiana Ivan Savova
Plovdiv, Bulgaria



Phillip Angelov
Sofia, Bulgaria
Phillip Angelov has started to learn piano at 
National School of music "Lubomir Pipkov" - 
Sofia Bulgaria in the class of Milka Miteva in 2018. 
His  live participation started in 2021 and from the begining 
of the year he won Grand prix in 1st International vocal and 
instrumental competition "Astana Vision Contest" - Piano, 
2nd age category, 2021.
International Competition "Davorin Jenko", 1st place in 
category Junior B, 2021.
Scholarship in the name of Lidia Kuteva 2021.

Elizabeth Elkina
Saint - Petersburg, Russia
Elizabeth has been playing the piano and violin since she 
was 5 years old.  Currently studying at the St. Petersburg 
Children's Art School №19 named after I.O. Dunaevsky in the 
5th grade in the piano class with the teacher E. Yu. Gololobova.
Laureate of the III degree of the Bartolomeo Cristofori competition 2021.
Diploma-recipient of the Elite International Music Competition 2020.
Laureate of the II degree of the VI International Competition "Petersburg 
Style" 2020.
Laureate of the II degree in the "Piano" nomination of the international art 
competition "Golden Breeze".
Diploma-recipient at the VI City Competition for Young Composers.
She has repeatedly participated in the school's reporting concerts at the 
Mariinsky Theater, in the concert hall of the Russian National Library, in the 
Rimsky-Korsakov Museum-Apartment.
She took part in concerts at the House of Composers and the Institute of 
Music, Theater and Choreography of the Herzen Russian State Pedagogical 
University dedicated to S. Ya. Wolfenzon, V.I.
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Li Yunge
Beijing, China
Hello，I am Li Yunge from Beijing, China. I am 10 years 
old, and have learned playing piano for about 5 years. 
I participated in several competitions in past years, and 
have won the following prizes: first prize in the 2019 Art and Peace 
International Young Pianist Competition held in Germany, first 
prize and Exceptional Young Talent Special Prize in the 2020 
International Music Competition BONN "Grand Prize Virtuoso", and 
first prize in 2020 International Music Competition "The Art of 
Piano" held in London.
I love music and enjoy the graceful melody very much. Besides 
playing the piano, I also learn Chinese classic dance in my spare 
time. Thank you for your attention. 

Thank you very much! Best regards.
Liu Yun

Hao Yue Sun
Beijing, China
In addition to his academic coursework at The Branch 
School of Shijia in Beijing, Hao Yue Sun, the 10-year-old 
boy born in April 2010, has attended private piano lessons 
regularly at Ms. Yan Ren’s piano studio from 2017 through 2021.  

Hao Yue made rapid progress and won prizes in many national and 
international competitions, such as First Prize in Best Mendelssohn 
Performance International Music Competition 2021, First Place in 21st 
Century Talents Keyboard Competition 2021, Gold Star Award in Music 
& Stars Awards International Music Competition 2021, Second Prize in 

“Muse 2021” International Music Competition, First Prize & Exceptional Young Talent Special Prize in New York Golden Classical 
Music Awards 2020 International Competition, First Prize in Vienna Stars 2020 International Music Competition and Festival, Fifth 
Prize in 2020 Elevato International Youth Online Piano Competition, First Prize in Associazione Culturale Melos V Madrid 
International Music Competition 2020, First Prize in 2018 Hua Biao International Piano Open Competition, Gold Award in 2018 
International Music Festival for Youth in Vienna – Joseph Haydn International Piano Competition, and First Prize in International 
Music Competition Salzburg Grand Prize Virtuoso 2018 for which he performed in the winners’ concert at the Wiener Saal of 
Mozarteum in Salzburg.
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Maria Selina
Moscow, Russia

Maria Selina is 10 years old.
She is a pupil of Evgeniya Fedorovna 
Sobornova at Children's Music School 
named after V. Ya. Shebalin. 

Maria showed interest in the piano in early 
childhood. With great pleasure she went to 
concerts, musical evenings. At the age of 
seven she entered a music school and with 
great love and diligence masters not only the 
music school program, but also takes an 

active part in school and district concerts, festivals. The Jean Sibelius Instrumental Competition in 
Finland became the first international music competition in Maria's creative biography.

Milos Dzikic
Belgrade, Serbia
Milos Dzikic is 10 years old and he goes to the 
second grade of  “Stanislav Binicki” musical 
elementary school. 
He is learning a piano in the class of Darinka Todorov. 
Together with his friends, he will be representing musical 
elementary school “Stanislav Binicki” in this year’s Jean Sibelius 
Fest Competition. This will be his first appearance in a musical 
competition (national or international).
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Sophia Kexin Bai
Shanghai, China
I am Sophia from Shanghai, China. 
I started playing the piano when I was five. 
I have to admit that playing piano wasn't always fun, 
but it's like an old friend with whom I enjoyed music together. 
I love classical and romantic music composers, such as 
Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt. 
I really enjoyed preparing for this contest. "The March of the 
Dwarfs" and "Alpine Glow" that I played in this contest were 
picked by my tutor, Ms. Chen. I am so grateful for her 
inspiration and encouragement along the way.

Lena Vukasinovic
New Belgrade, Serbia
I come from Serbia. I live in Belgrade and I am 
third grade of Primary School. I am nine years old. 
I have one brother and we are twins.

I have been playing ballet since I was 4 years old when my passion 
for music began. I enrolled musical school three years ago 
starting with preschool year. The following year I was first grade 
selecting piano for instrument. This year I continue with second 
grade of Musical School “Stanislav Binicki” in class of Professor 
Darinka Todorov in Belgrade, who proposed me for this 
competition. 

I have had performances within Musical School and have been 
playing piano for shows in my Primary School. JSFest competition 
is my first international one and I am very excited.

fun,
i h

d. 



Uros Vukasinovic
New Belgrade, Serbia
I am nine years old and I go to third grade of 
Primary School. I live in Belgrade, in Serbia. 
I have one sister and we are twins. We both play ballet 
and perform as dance couple. 

Since I was very small, I wanted to play piano. I started with 
preschool year in musical school when I was six years old. This 
year I am second grade of Musical School “Stanislav Binicki” in 
Belgrade in class of Professor Darinka Todorov. 

I have had performances within Musical School and have 
been playing piano for shows in my Primary School. 
Professor’s suggestion to participate in JSFest competition 
makes me to feel very honoured.

Jana Bokic
Belgrade, Serbia

Jana Bokic is a 3rd grade student at the music 
school "Stanislav Binički" in Belgrade, Serbia, 
in the class of professor Darinka Todorov, 
piano department. 
She performed at numerous school competitions 
where she had enviable results.
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Mateja Ravilic
Belgrade, Serbia

Mateja Ravilić is a student of the 4th grade of 
"Stanislav Binički" music school in Belgrade, Serbia 
in the class of professor Darinka Todorov. 
He won the 1st prize at the "Young Virtuoso" competition of 
the "Konjović" music school in Belgrade, Serbia in 2019, as 
well as the 1st prize at the 2019 school competition. He 
performed successfully at concerts within the music school.

Ilija Nikitovic
Belgrade, Serbia

Ilija Nikitović goes to the 5th grade 
of the Stanislav Binicki elementary music school 
in the class of Darinka Todorov.
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Aleksandar Biserev Tomov
Sofia, Bulgaria
Aleksandar Tomov was born in 2002 in Sofia. He started 
studying piano at the age of 7 with a private pedagogue. 
From 2013 to 2021 he was a student at the National Music 
School “Lyubomir Pipkov” in Sofia in the class of Ani Todorova. 
Since 2021 is a student at the National Music Academy “Prof. Pancho Vladigerov” in 
the class of Prof. Dr. Iliya Chernaev. 
He is the winner of the II prize from the competition “Orpheus' gift” - 2013. In 2019 
he won the first prize and the special prize of the jury from the XIV International 
competition for young performers of classical musical instruments - Pernik. He is 
also the winner of many awards from the solfeggio competition “prof. Kamen 
Popdimitrov”. In 2018 he won the third prize in a Bulgarian national History of Music 
and Music Theory competition, which brought him a scholarship from the Ministry 
of Culture. In 2021 he won the first prize at the international competition "Radda 
Rise International Piano Competition" in America. 
He takes part in the master classes of prominent professors such as Pascal 
Nemirovski, Sergei Redkin, Lyudmil Angelov, Alexander Hintchev, Ivo Kalchev, 
Aglika Genova and Lyuben Dimitrov and others.

ncho Vladigerov” in

Mario Bobotsov
Sofia, Bulgaria
Mario Bobotsov was born on 14th February, 2002 
in Sofia, Bulgaria. He is studying bachelor's degree 
in piano at the Royal Conservatory in Birmingham, UK 
in the class of Prof. Pascal Nemirovski. Mario is awarded 
with a full scholarship for the entire academic period and with Denis 
Matthews Memorial Trust Scholarship Award. Mario Bobotsov has 
graduated from the National School of Music in Sofia, Bulgaria in the 
class of Milka Miteva. He has participated in many master classes of 

world-known piano professors. Mario Bobotsov is an 8-time winner of the Lydia Kuteva Memorial Scholarship, established by 
Prof. Pavlina Dokovska; a laureate of the Yordan Kamdzhalov Foundation for 2020 and was awarded a full scholarship from the 
International Keyboard Institute and Festival Manhattan, New York, 2020.
Mario Bobotsov is a winner of many National and International Piano Competitions:
2020 – 1st Prize at the International Millersville Keyboard Division Piano Competition, Pennsylvania, USA
2020  – 3rd Prize at the Lancaster International Piano Festival, USA,the youngest in the category Young Artist (18-35)
2020 -  1st Prize at the Classic Music Online Competition Perusia Harmonica, Perugia, Italy
2019 г – 1st Prize at the ХХІІІ Int. Competition „Hopes, talents, masters” – Dobrich, Bulgaria
Special 1st Prize at the 29th FLAME Competition 2018, Paris, France
1st Prize and “Premio Virtuoso” at the Second International Competition “Sante Centurione“ 2018, Chieti, Italy 
3rd at the 48th International Competition “VIRTUOSI PER MUSICA DI PIANOFORTE“ 2015, Usti nad Labem, Czech Republic
and others
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Nikolay Marinov
Plovdiv, Bulgaria
Nikolay Marinov is 20 years old, born in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, 
currently studying at the National Academy of Music 
“Prof. Pancho Vladigerov” in Sofia. He started playing piano 
at the age of 6. From then until now, he has participated in more than 40 
International Competition in Europe and the USA, in which he has won 
many first prizes and laureate awards. He has played fifteen times as a solist 
of different philharmonic orchestras during his school years. His first recital 
was held at the age of eight, followed by many recitals in Bulgaria, Brussels, 
Paris and others.  He gave a recital in the 52nd edition of the International 
Chamber Music Festival in Plovdiv 2016 (the only kid ever invited to take 
part in the festival). Nikolay has participated in a lot of Master’s classes, 
including Dmitri Bashkirov, Boris Slutsky, Itamar Golan, Jason Kwak, Julian 
Martin and so on. 
He is a three times laureate of the prize awarded by the Ministry of Culture 
of Bulgaria for high creative achievements.

Teodora Zaneva
Sofia, Bulgaria
Teodora Zaneva was born on 16/11/2001 in the city of Sofia. 
She started playing at the age of 6 in the piano class of 
Mrs. Emilia Kaneva. In 2020 she graduated from the National 
School of Music “L. Pipkov” in the class of Dimitar Buynozov. 
She is currently a student at the National Academy of Music 
“Prof. Pancho Vladigerov” in the piano class of Prof. Iliya Chernaev.
She is a laureate of numerous national and international competitions, including: 
First prize at the XIII Academic Piano Competition 2021, First prize at the "Piano" 
section of the “International Music Competition” in Belgrade, Third prize at the 
Tenth International Piano Competition ”Liszt-Bartók” in Sofia, Third prize at the 
International Competition "Piano Talents" in Milan, Third prize at the International 

Competition "From Bach to Jazz" in Athens, among others. Also, in 2019, she was a finalist at the International “Anton Rubinstein Competition 
for Young Piano Performers” in Düsseldorf, Germany. 
She was a scholarship holder of the “American Foundation for Bulgaria” and among the “Successful Children of Bulgaria” from Club 2017 and 
Club 2019 of the Dimitar Berbatov Foundation, and in 2017 became part of the young talents of the Consonance Foundation.
She has attended master classes of famous Bulgarian and foreign pianists, including Prof. Lyudmil Angelov, Prof. Katya Popova-Zidron 
(Poland), Prof. Gabriela Riveli (Italy), Prof. Pancho Vladigerov - Junior, Aglika Genova and Lyuben Dimitrov, among others.
Teodora has participated in a number of charity concerts, including: a charity concert dedicated to the “World Down Syndrome Day” in 
Plovdiv, a charity concert for the 12th Anniversary of the ”I Want a Baby” Foundation, ”Children Play for Children” charity concert that took 
place in the National Palace of Culture. She has also performed at many other concerts in Bulgaria, as well as at the concerts of the Chopin 
Society. 
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Martina Kuterovac
Vinkovci, Croatia
My name is Martina Kuterovac. 
I was born on 25th of July 2001. I come from a small town in 
Eastern Croatia called Vinkovci. My musical journey started 
when I was three years old when I started singing in church choir. At seven 
years old, when I started elementary school, I also started going to music 
school and began to take piano classes. By the age of 17 I finished my 
musical high school education and enrolled at the university “Academy for 
arts and culture“ in Osijek, Croatia, department of instrumental studies, 
course piano. Today I am twenty years old, and I am on my third year of 
college diligently practising for various concerts and competitions. I have 
had a feeling that I wanted to play the piano ever since my parents enrolled 
me in music. I feel very lucky to have been able to get great education and 
become a part of the classical music scene in my country.

Christopher Pan
Princeton, USA
Christopher Pan, age 17, is currently a senior 
at West Windsor-Plainsboro High School North.
He is currently a piano student of Chiu-Tze Lin, 
and has received many awards as a pianist. 
Christopher has performed multiple times at the Weill Recital 
Hall in Carnegie Hall from winning auditions in the New 
Jersey/New York area. His piano performance has also been 
selected by WWFM – The Classical Network radio. Christopher 
also plays the keyboard in his school’s studio jazz band.
Christopher began studying composition with Dr. Craig 

Levesque. He is currently a student of composer Yiming Wu. Christopher was the prize winner of the Amigdala 
International Music Competition for composition and the Young Composer International Competition of the Franz 
Schubert Conservatory of Vienna. He just received HM of MTNA New Jersey Composition Competition Senior 
division. 
A lover of trivia and interesting facts, Christopher enjoys reading about various composers and music history. He is 
also interested in how society works from a financial standpoint and the influences of human behavior. Outside of 
music and academics, Christopher also loves soccer and is a huge fan of FC Bayern Munich.
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Daniil Bashkin
Moscow, Russia
Artistic Biography
Daniil Bashkin (piano) was born on November 21, 1999 
in Yaroslavl (Russia)
Music education:
2005-2015- Sobinov Children’s Art School (Elena Lummi piano class)
2015-2019- Gnessin State Music College (Piano class of Honored worker 
of culture of Russian Federation Andrey Khitruk)
Since 2019- Moscow State Tchailovsky Conservatory (Ekaterina Derzavi-
na’s piano class; harpsicord and hammerklavier class by Alexey 
Shevchenko and Maria Uspenskaya)
Career:
Since 2019- Gnessin State Music College (concertmaster in the vocal art 
classes)
Since 2019- Gnessin Russian Academy of Music (concertmaster in the 
vocal art classes)
Laureate of the International Competitions (categories: piano-solo, piano 
ensemble, concertmaster art)

Ivan Pizzorno
Bulgaria and France
I am sixteen, Bulgarian-French, and grew 
up in Switzerland. I started playing the 
piano when I was 8. 
Other arts also interest me a lot, especially 
literature and theater. This year I started to train in lyrical singing, and I 
dabble in jazz music. I began composing music when I was eleven, and 
later I took up studying Western common practice music theory. In the 
last couple of years I was awarded prizes in 2 Swiss solo piano contests 
and an international one. Other instruments than the piano and the 
voice tempt me as well, and I sometimes play classical guitar and 
recorder. Music, mathematics and natural sciences are my greatest 
passions.
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Kristina Hegeduš
Vukovar, Croatia
Kristina Hegeduš (1998), born in Zagreb, 
graduated from the elementary music 
school in Vukovar, and in 2013 she enrolled 
in the F. Kuhač High School of Music in Osijek, 
in the class of mr. art. Sandra Mikulandra Tutavac. In 2017, 
she enrolled in piano studies at the Academy of Arts and 
Culture in Osijek in the class of professor Konstantin 
Krasnitsky. She is currently a 5th year of graduate study, 
and as an excellent student in 2019. won the Dean's Award, 

and the award of the City of Vukovar, for the best students. During her studies she's been very passionate about 
chamber music and received tutoring from renowned professors such as Vlatka Peljhan and Mija Elezović.
During her graduat and high school and studies, she won numerous awards at national and international 
competitions, as a soloist, but also as a member of chamber ensembles (trio and quartet).
 Among the last notable performances are participation in the 21st Darko Lukić Memorial, "Beethoven International 
Piano Marathon", a recital at the Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in Krakow, and the performance of Bach's concert 
with the orchestra.
She trained with many distinguished pedagogues and pianists such as Damir Sekošan, Vladimir Babin, Biljana Urban, 
Jakša Zlatar, Ida Gamulin, Hari Gusek, Srdjan Filip Čaldarović, Katarina Krpan and others.

Julia Akimova
Saint-Petersburg, Russia
Graduated with honors from the St. Petersburg 
Rimsky-Korsakov College of Music in 2019
(teachers Mery Guseva and Yury Polosmakov). 
At the moment she is a 2nd year student of the 
Russian State Pedagogical University named after A. Herzen, 
faculty of music and instrumental art (piano), class of Professor 
Mikhail Vorotnoy.
Since 2019 - a concertmaster at the Children's Music School 
No.9 in St. Petersburg, since 2020 - piano teacher.
Laureate of the IX International Mozart Piano Competition, 
Monte Porzio Catone (RM), Italy, 2014, 1st prize.
Laureate of the XIV International Mozart Piano Competition, 
Frascati (RM), Italy, 2019, 1st prize
Laureate of the VII International Performing Arts Competition 
"Vivat, St. Petersburg", St. Petersburg, 2021, Grand Prix
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Irina Afonova
Smolensk, Russia
My  name   is Irina.
I  am  a pianist from Smolensk, Russia.
I  graduated from the conservatory and work at a
music  school. 
I love classical music,  especially  romantic.
I am  fond of Chopin and Rachmaninoff, as  well as chamber music.

Liu Yingnan
Henan, China
Hello everyone! 
My name is Liu Yingnan, I am from China, 
now I live in St. Petersburg.

It is a great honor for me to participate in this competition, for 
this competition I have prepared Chopin's Nocturne and Haydn's 
Sonata, thank you for your attention!



Alexandra Akulina
Leon, Spain
Alexandra Akulina was born in the center of Russia
in the city of Bryansk on June 11, 1999.
When she was 10 years old, her parents brought her 
to live in Spain.
She began her piano studies at the age of 13 and a half at the 
Escuela Eutherpe in Leon.
In 2014 she entered the Conservatorio Profesional de Música de 
León (music college), piano.
In 2018, she continued her studies at Conservatorio CyL in the 
piano performance class.
Since 2015, Alexandra has become a laureate of various 
International Competitions in various categories.
She studied classical organ courses and also completed courses on 
playing the baroque organ.
Now she’s studying piano at "Conservatorio Superior de Música 
Eduardo Martínez Torner", 3rd year in Asturias (Spain).

Aleksandra Kozlova
Saint-Petersburg, Russia
Graduated from the College named after K.E. Rautio, 
after that I entered the Leningrad State University named 
after A.S. Pushkin, now I am studying at the magistracy 
of the Institute named after Herzen. 
I am an active piano teacher and accompanist. I took part in numerous 
competitions as a soloist and as an accompanist with students. 
I am a laureate of several competitions: 
Chopin Petrozavodsk, 
Veliky Novgorod competion named after Arensky, 
competition "Stars of Copenhagen" Copenhagen.
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Piano duet Egor Koviazin
and Maria Arefyeva
Saint-Petersburg, Russia
Egor Koviazin (7) and Maria Arefyeva (8) are studying 
piano at the St. Petersburg School of Arts for Children 
named after E.A. Mravinsky. 
They were both born in 2013.
Egor started his piano lessons at the age of five. 
Maria also started music at the same age .
They have performed in concerts as soloists and as a piano duo. 
They are laureates of city competitions.
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Piano duet Elisaveta Khazhina 
and Valentina Chernousova
Saint-Petersburg, Russia
The duo has existed for about 7 years. Today the age 
of the participants is 12 years old. The girls are engaged 
in the center for creative development and humanitarian 
education "On Vasilievsky", located in one of the oldest districts of 
St. Petersburg. The leader of the duet is an experienced teacher 
Bogach Oksana V. In addition to music girls have other hobbies: 
Lisa is engaged in the famous pop dance group Todes, and Valya 
takes painting lessons. And of course both are filming videos for 
TikTok.
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Royal-quartet
Saint-Petersburg, Russia

"Royal-quartet" has been operating since 2018 
(St. Petersburg, Pushkin).
The composition includes laureates of international 
competitions, teachers and concertmasters of the A. A. 
Akhmatova Tsarskoye Selo Gymnasium of Arts (Children's Art 
School) - Victoria Savina, Ainur Dushkanova, Anna Tseplyaeva 
and Svetlana Strukova.
The quartet's repertoire includes works by A. Dvorak, M. 
Moshkovsky, K.M. Weber, N.A. Rimsky-Korsakov, A. Piazzolla, A. 
Byzov, J. Menozzi, G. Gurlitt, A. Lavignac, etc.

In 2021, Royal-quartet became a diploma holder of the Alexander Georgievich Bakhchiev All-Russian Open Piano Duet Competition "At the 
Piano Together" (Russia), a laureate of the International Piano Festival "Pianology" and the holder of a Special Diploma "For the brightness of 
the embodiment of a musical image" (Russia), a Laureate of the I degree of the International Multi-genre Competition-Festival among 
teachers and managers "Teacher Number 1" (Russia), a Laureate of the I degree of the First National Prize of Russia in the field of performing 
arts "Vocation Artist" (Russia ), Winner of the I degree "World Art Journal" (Netherlands), Winner of the I degree "International Olympiad of 
the Arts - International Olympiad of Arts" (Austria).
"Royal-quartet" performs at concert venues in the city, including the House of the Union of Composers of St. Petersburg.
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Monika Masin
Vienna, Austria

Monika Masin has been playing the piano 
throughout her youth and found her way back 
to the instrument recently. 
She loves to accompany her granddaughter, Marie Sophie on 
the piano and plays with her church choir too. She is a 
passionate advocate for amateur musicianship and one of the 
best examples for advancing very well after a longer break 
from playing an instrument.



Veronika Khomich
Saint-Petersburg, Russia

I am a laureate of the All-Russian 
competition "Musical Olympus", 
Khanty-Mansiysk, 2019, and a laureate of the 
regional competition "Magic Keys", Surgut, 2019.

At the moment I am studying at the Russian State 
Pedagogical University named after A. I. Herzen, 
Institute of Music, Theater and Choreography, 
a 3rd year student.
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Anna Balintne Jaczko
Röttenbach, Germany
My name is Anna Balint, born in Kiev (Ukraine) and I've been 
playingthe piano since I was five. I received my basic musical 
training in Kiev at the state music college. In 1997 I went to 
Hungary to study. In 2003 I graduated as a piano teacher and 
chamber player in the MusicInstitute of the University in Miskolc 
(Hungary). In the same year I attended the Conservatory of the University of 
Debrecen, then I studied for two years at the Faculty of Music at the University of 
Sciences in Szeged, graduating in 2005 as a piano artist and teacher. I worked as a 
musician, correpetitor, accompanist with various instruments and chamber 
musicians. In Hungary I taught in schools and private students for six years. At the 
end of 2008 I moved to Germany to continue working as a concert pianist and 
piano teacher. During my musical career I played with strings (violin and cello), 
woodwind instruments (flute, clarinet) and singers. For several years I 
accompanied the chamber singing class in the Music Institute of the University in 
Miskolc. In addition, I took part in several diploma exams every year as a chamber 
partner with students. In 2003 I was a guest correpetitorr at the Bartok+… Opera 
Festival (Béla Bartók - Duke Bluebeard's Castle). (Hungary, Miskolc). I have been 
working with the American baritone Douglas Yates (three times "Singer of the 

Year" in the USA, permanent visiting professor at the Royal Opera in Copenhagen) in singing lessons since 2011. Since 2012 I am a 
pianist and member of the world-famous international salon orchestra Bella Donna. I have been playing with flute artist Fernando 
Fracassi since 2017. I have been working with Denette Whitter's Henfenfeld Opera Academy for years.
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Chen Baiyu
Petrozavodsk, China-Russia

Chen Baiyu: 
Pianist,
International competitions winner,
student of the postgraduate training program
《Art of Instrumental Music Performance》

of the Petrozavodsk State Glazunov Conservatoire.
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Faina Metelica
Saint-Petersburg, Russia
Faina Mikhailovna Metelica was born on March 23, 2006.
She began to study music (violin) at the age of 6. In 2020, 
she graduated with honors from the Children's School of Arts
named after S.V. Rachmaninov, St. Petersburg, violin class. She is a laureate of 
All-Russian and international competitions:
· International competition of bowed art "Golden Age" 2020 - laureate of the 1st 
degree; · VIII open (international) competition of young performers dedicated to 
M.P. Musorsky and N.A. Rimsky-Korsakov 2020 Pskov - 1st degree laureate;
· Eighth open youth festival named after Gnesins - competition laureate (no 
places were awarded) (2018); 
· Open city competition "Young Soloist 2020" laureate of the II degree (2020);
 · International Festival Art 2018 (Finland, Helsinki) - laureate of the II degree; 
· XIV American competition Crescendo-2020 - laureate of the II degree with an 
invitation to a performance at Carnegie Hall (New York, USA); · International 
competition "Jazz Carousel" laureate of the II degree (2016);

Repeatedly performed at the Small Hall of the Philharmonic named after MI Glinka, the State Academic Capella of St. 
Petersburg, on the stage of the Elena Obraztsova Cultural Center and other halls of St. Petersburg.

Taisia Paliazhakina
Seville, Spain
Taisia was born in Seville on the 1st of February, 2008 in a family of
musicians. At the age of 4 she began her violin lesson with Professor 
Elena Polyanskaya, violinist of the Royal Symphony Orchestra of Seville. 
She continued her studies at the municipal school of Music "Isaac 
Albéniz". Admission to the Professional Conservatory of Music Cristóbal 
de Morales in elementary degree (2017).
Cristóbal de Morales Conservatory of Music in medium degree (2019).
MERITS:
Fourth place in the 1st Rotary club Marbella Musical Contest (2016).
Fourth place in the Grumiaux International Competition for Young Violinists in Brussels 
(2017).
Third place in the II Rotary club Marbella Musical Contest (2017).
Participation in the Dora Schwarzberg Music Academy master class course in Lviv, Ukraine. 
(2017).

First place of 1st Cycle in VIII National Contest of Young Interpreters "Américo Martínez "in Mairena del Aljarafe, Spain. (2018).
Second place in the VIII National Contest of Young Performers city of Cuenca, Spain. (2018).
Super finalist in a talent show “Tierra de Talentos” on a “Sur” channel. Seville, Spain. (2020)
Participation in concerts in Seville, Malaga, Jerez de la Frontera, Cadiz, Córdoba, Granada etc.
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Karina Saparova
Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan
Karina Saparova was born on July 01, 2014 
(Kazakhstan, Astana).
Her performance achievements were highly noted 
at International competitions, in which Karina took 
1st place: The International String Instrument 
Competition named after Rudolf  Barshay (Russia, 
Moscow), International Competition  “Online Wave” 
(Spain), International competition “Golden time 
talent” (Germany). In 2020, Karina took part in the 
concert “Young Talents” with the Kazakh State 
Symphony Orchestra (Kazakhstan, Nur-Sultan).

Maria Muravyeva
Moscow, Russia
Laureate of All-Russian and international
competitions: 
International competition of young performers 
dedicated to Sergey Prokofiev, 
International competition Golden talents of the commonwealth, 
International competition “Muses of the World”, 
a scholarship holder of the Governor of the Tver region.

A student of the Moscow State Conservatory.

Artist of the Central Military Orchestra of the Ministry of Defense of 
the Russian Federation.
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Dalia Martin Cholakova
Sofia, Bulgaria

Dalia Cholakova was born on September 20th in 2007. She is a student of Mrs. Blagorodna Taneva at the 
National Music School “Lyubomir Pipkov” in Sofia. She has prizes from national and international competitions:
I Absolute prize  at the 2nd InArte International Online Music Competition, Sicily, Italy, 2021; I prize at the 
International Competition for Young Musical Talents “Nouvelles Etoiles”, Paris, France, 2021; I Special prize at the 
International Competition “Prof. Asen Diamandiev”,Borovets, Bulgaria, 2021; I prize at the XLVI International 
Competition for violinists “Prof. Nedyalka Simeonova”, Haskovo, Bulgaria, 2021; I prize at the National Competition 
“Music of Europe”, Bourgas, Bulgaria, 2021; II prize at the 63rd  Kocian Violin Competition, Czech Republic, 2021; III prize at the International 
Competition for Young Violinists “Leonid Kogan”, Brussels, Belgium, 2021; I prize at the National Competition “Road to Glory”, Sofia, 
Bulgaria, 2020; I prize at the International Competition “Abanico’’, Bulgaria, 2020; II prize at the IMS Violin Competition, Berlin, 2020; II prize 
at the IV International Online Competition “Best Wieniawski Performance”, London, UK, 2020; I Absolute Prize at International Music 
Competition Paris Grand Prize Virtuoso, April 2019; She is invited and performs at the Awards ceremony on April 10th at the Amphitheatre 
Paris Philharmonie Cite de la Musique; I Absolute prize at the International Music Competition “The Sound of Time”, Veliko Tarnovo, 
Bulgaria, 2019; I prize at the National Music Competition “ Alfred Binner", Sofia, Bulgaria, 2019; She is awarded a violin made by the german 
violin maker Alfred Binner; I prize at the International Music Competition “The Art of Strings”,part of Great Composers Competition series, 
online, London, UK, 2018; I prize at the III North International Music Competition, Stockholm, Sweden, 2018. In 2018 Dalia was awarded a 
special diploma for significant music achievements and contribution to the Bulgarian culture by the Bulgarian Ministry of Culture. In June 
2018 Dalia had a very successful performance as a soloist at the concert “The Young Talents from Bulgaria Salute Europe” at Yehudi 

Menuhin hall in the European Parliament, Brussels, Belgium. Special award from Stiftung Justus Frantz for her artistic and technical achievements at the International Stage4kids 
Festival 2017 in Hamburg. III prize at the 10th International Arthur Grumiaux Competition for Young Violinists in Bruxelles, Belgium, 2017; III prize at the 13th International competition 
“Young Virtuosos” in Sofia, Bulgaria, 2017; I prize at the International “E- Muse” competition in Greece, 2017; II prize at the International Music Competition “Rising Talents of Europe” part 
of the World Competition Online Series “Rising Talents of the World”, London, UK, 2017; I prize at the VII International  String Competition in Nis, Serbia, 2015; I Prize at the National 
Competition with international participation “Orpheus gift” , Sofia, Bulgaria, 2015; I prize and a gold medal at the International Competition of Young Musicians playing classical 
instruments, Pernik, Bulgaria, 2015.
Dalia has been a soloist of one of the most famous chamber orchestras in Europe- Sofia Soloists,  Simfonietta Orchestra, Shoumen philharmonie, the Youth Chamber Orchestra at the 
National Music School “Lyubomir Pipkov”, Gabrovo Chamber Оrchestra and Orpheus Chamber Оrchestra- Pernik.
Dalia Cholakova has already worked with such renowned violin professors as prof. Pavel Vernikov, prof. Zachar Bron, prof. Svetlin Roussev, prof. Igor Voloshin, prof. Michael Frischen-
schlager, prof. Dora Schvarzberg, prof. Krzysztof Weggrzyn, Gernot Suessmuth, Jülide Yalçin, Julius Horvath, Svetlana Makarova, Yana Ozolina, Reka Szilvay, Dimitar Burov, Zornitsa 
Ilarionova, Moni Simeonov, prof. Mario Hossen, prof. Albena Danailova.

Anna Boliasova
Moscow, Russia
The participant is eleven years old. Her name is Anna. 
She lives and studies in Moscow, Russia. She is studying 
in the third grade at the Moscow Music School. 
She has been engaged in music not so long ago. 
Unfortunately, because of covid-19, she had to work a lot myself without the 
help of a teacher. So for now she is only at the beginning of her violin playing. 
She loves music and violin very much. She respects this instrument and puts 
her heart into it when she plays the violin.
Arina Minaeva is the teacher who prepared Anna for the concertmaster 
competition.

myself without the

s:

e

tion 
 III prize at the International 



Shen Tianjun
Beijing, China
Shen Tianjun, born in 2007, starts her music journey by 
the influence of her family. With the expression of interest, 
she learned piano in her childhood.
Since 2015 she bridged her profession into violin, learning from Professor 
Zhang Ti and Professor Jin Ming.
She went to the Primary School Attached to the Central Conservatory of 
Music in 2018 and went to the primary school of Central Conservatory of 
Music since 2020.

She won the Gold medal of Beijing Piano Music Festival Concert in 2013.
She won the first class award of Hong Kong International Violin Contest in 
2017.
She won the champion of the South Korean international Youth Musician 
Contest in 2020.

Denis Ryabovol
Windham, USA
Denis, 13, is from New Hampshire, USA. 
Denis started playing violin at age 5. Currently, 
Denis is studying Violin with Kirill Troussov and 
Varvara Ovchinnikova. Denis has won awards and 
successfully participated in several competitions. 
Twice he was awarded the opportunity to play at Carnegie Hall. 
He was invited to participate in the kid's music festival in 
St. Petersburg, Russia.  Denis was also participating in the orchestral 
program at New England Conservatory. 
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Jillian Yang
London, Canada

Prizewinner of the Maritsa Brookes Concerto 
Competition and London Music Scholarship 
Competition, Jillian performed the Paganini Violin Concerto with the 
Western Symphony Orchestra. She is a regular performer at Brott 
Music Festival and chamber music ensemble Magisterra Soloists. In 
addition to her extensive performance experience, Jillian is an 
enthusiastic teacher in which she  taught at music summer camp in 
Toronto, London Academy of School, London Youth Orchestra, 
Western University. Currently, she is working towards a doctoral 
degree in music at Western University under Professor 
Annette-Barbara Vogel. 

Aliina Pirttikangas
Kankaanpää, Finland
Aliina Pirttikangas (born in 2007) started her violin lessons 
at the age of four (4) in 2011. She has studied violin with 
Anna Major, Kaisa Kuula-Bullat and Soile Saarikko as her 
teachers in Kankaanpää music school, which is located in 
West-Finland. She plays the first violin in string trio Dolce and is a member in 
student orchestra called Jousitaiturit. She has taken part twice (2016, 2018) in 
Satakunnan jousisoitintapahtuma – judicial view for string instruments in 
West Finland with laudable and excellent reviews. Aliina won the second prize 
in JSFest instrumental competition in 2018. She won the first price in VII 
International JSFest 2019 instrumental music competition. At the same 
competition String trio Dolce won the third price in chamber music section 
2019. She also received excellent reviews and a honor in Juhani Heinonen 
violin competition in 2019. Besides violin, Aliina also plays the piano and sings 
in a choir.
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Ensemble of Violins
Yekaterinburg, Russia
Sverdlovsk State Children's Philharmonic
Laureate and Diploma-recipient of 
international festivals and competitions

Veronika Aleksandrovna Terletskaya, the artistic director of 
the violin ensemble, graduated with honors from the 
Magnitogorsk State Conservatory named after M.I. Glinka, 
then an assistant-internship at the Ural State Conservatory 
named after M.P. Mussorgsky.
The violin ensemble, founded in 1992, is a laureate of 
international competitions and festivals. Almost 30 years 
of the collective include its own long musical history with a 
happy concert life. Being the most difficult type of 

performing arts, the violin ensemble was able to form its own artistic value system and, thanks to this, the ability to exert an 
emotional impact on the feelings and minds of people, contributing to their spiritual development. Using the maximum of 
expressive resources, plunging into the world of masterpieces of musical classics, the collective achieves its main goal - making 
music clear and understandable for the widest audience. The ability to bring up a delicate artistic taste in children, preserve the 
performing traditions and great diligence help V.A. Terletskaya to make the team beloved and recognizable in the city.

String Quartet
St. Petersburg, Russia
The String Quartet appeared in 
2021 in St.Petersburg under the 
direction of Mikhail Degtyarev, 
a teacher at the St. Petersburg 
Conservatory. Our string quartet took part in the 
festival "Prodigies. Virtuosos. Geniuses", dedicated 
to the 85th anniversary of the  Special Music 
School at the St. Petersburg Conservatory.

Violin - Angelina Saifutdinova
Violin - Iya Byrkova
Alto - Matvey Sakharov
Cello - Maksim Aktshurin

took part in the
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Agatha Barkova
Moscow, Russia
Agata Barkova was born on January 30, 2013 in Moscow.
She began to study music, inspired by the example of her older sister Eva, who 
plays several instruments. She initially chose the harp and piano, starting to play 
them at the age of six. At the age of eight, she began to master the oboe.
Agata is a participant in concert programs of the V. Spivakov Charitable Foundation, the Magic of 
Sound Charitable Foundation for the Support of Young Talents, and the Art-Line Arts Support Fund. 
As a soloist he performs with the "Cantus Firmus" orchestra under the baton of A. Khurgin, a regular 
member of several chamber ensembles. She takes an active part in concerts, master classes and 
educational projects, such as "Summer School in Gnesinka", projects of the Russian Harp Society.
Agata is a laureate of various festivals and competitions, in 2021 alone: - All-Russian competition of 
instrumental performance "Musical Marathon", the absolute winner in 2020-2021; - First Internation-
al Competition "Moscow Frontier", Grand Prix; - Festival of students of string departments of schools 
"Moscow stars", laureate (29.5 out of 30 points); - The First Swiss International Music Competition 
(Lugano, Switzerland), 2nd Award (harp); - I Open Competition-Festival of Performing Arts "Con 
fuoco", 1st laureate (harp), (harp, ensemble), (oboe); - IV Moscow open Saradzheva competition of 

young harpists "The Harp Sorceress", 1st laureate (harp), 1st laureate (harp, ensemble); - X International Open Festival-Competition of Young 
Musicians of the Moscow State Tchaikovsky Conservatory "VIVAT MUSICA", 2nd laureate (harp), diploma winner (ensemble); - International 
competition for instrumental performance Kamerton Competition, 3rd laureate (harp), (oboe), diploma winner (ensemble); - IV International 
Competition - Festival "Hungary and Russia: Commonwealth of Two Countries", 2nd laureate; - Moscow open competition for young harpists 
"Glissando", 1st laureate (harp), 2nd laureate (ensemble); - All-Russian competition "Extravaganza of the harp", 3rd laureate (harp), 2nd laureate 
(ensemble). And many more awards also in 2020.

Dolce trio
Kankaanpää, Finland

1st violin: Aliina Pirttikangas
2st violin: Aliisa Koivisto
Cello: Tuuli Törmä
Group leader: Eveliina Honkanen , violin teacher and 
orchestra leader in Kankaanpää music school, Finland.

Dolce Trio was founded in 2017 in Kankaanpää music school which 
is located in western-Finland. It collected three young talented 
string players together and members of this vivid trio are also
good friends together. Trio Dolce has been guided by Eveliina 
Honkanen ( 2017- present) and Sakari Kivinen (2019).
Trio Dolce took part in Satakunnan Jousisoitintapahtuma - judicial 
view for string instruments in West Finland with excellent reviews.
Trio Dolce won the third price in JSFest 2019 with laudable reviews.
Trio is very active and performs regularly .

d 
d

o 
play 

d ti th M i f



Jun Liu
Changsha, China

Date and place of birth: 15.08.1997 China Changsha
Musical education: 9/2009-6/2013 Saxophone lessons at the Hunan Saxophone Association 
with Zhiqiang Wang; 7/2013-5/2014 Saxophone lessons at the Chinese University of HongKong 
with Prof. Lianghui Bin; 7/2014-4/2015 Saxophone lessons at Wuhan Conservatory for Music with 
Prof. Kun Ao; 9/2015-6/2019 Saxophone lessons at the WuhanConservatory of Music with Jiaxuan Zhang; 
Since 10/2019 Saxophone lessons at Detmold University of Music with Mijo Bokun and Dr.Diane Hunger
Position:  4/2020 Saxophone teacher from Chaoyue Art School, Yuelu District, Changsha, China
  9/2021 Executive director of Hunan Saxophone Association
Competitions: 2016/2018  Gold medal of 1. and 2. Saxophone competitions in Hunan
  2/2021 ONLINE SAXIANA INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION FOR SAXOPHONE
   (by Saxiana andADOLPHESAX.COM ) Participation Diploma 
  5/2021 1st Int’l Chamber Music Competition KraCamera 2021 Participation Diploma
Ensembles/Orchestra:  9/2015-5/2019   Saxophone quartet and ensembles at the Wuhan Conservatory for Music
  Since 10/2019 Saxophone quartet at Detmold University of Music
  Since 31/1/2021 Saxophone quintet LL&ZZZ at Detmold University of Music
Important concerts: 9/2017 Opening Concert of the Saxophone Art Week of the Chinese Professional Music College 
(Special Assembly), conductor: Alain Crepin; 11/2017  Saxophone quartet Lecture report Concert; 10/2018 
Saxophone Ensemble Lecture Report Concert, conductor: Kun Ao; 4/2019 Outstanding graduates concert;
 5/2019 Solo concert for graduates; 11/2019 "A heaven without violin”, Veit Hertenstein, Viola concerto at Detmold 
University of Music and Bielefeld University, conductor: Florian Ludwig

Master classes: Marco Albonetti, Russell Peterson, Johannes Ernst, Anna Stepanova, Andrew Steinberg und John Hallberg.
Workshops: 4/2016 "On the technique of the super high pitch of the saxophone" John Hallberg; 9/2017 "The Selection and Application of Literature in 
Saxophone Performance Research"Yusheng Li; 9/2017 "Proposals for Chinese Players in the International Saxophone Competition" "The Current Development 
Trend and Trend of the International Saxophone" Alain Crepin; 10/2018 "About Saxophone Training and Concert Performance" Margarita Shaposhnikova
Since 9/2020 "Detmold Saxophone Talk" Dr.Diane Hunger and Andrew Somerville

Angelika Vorozheeva
Moscow, Russia

Blazhevich
Angelika has been studying oboe since 2018. Actively participates in the public life of the 
school and the country, is a participant in district, regional, national and international 
competitions and events. Angelica has great musical data, a sense of rhythm, actively 
reacts to the mood of music, is engaged with interest, is hardworking and independent.
-1st at the int'l festival "Parade of planets"(Tver,2018);1st at the inter-District festival "Pets of 
muses and inspiration" (Lotoshino,2018); 1st at the Interregional competition "Applause"(Syzran,2019); 2nd at the IV 
all-Russian competition "Reviving traditions"(Moscow,2019); 1st at the I Regional open Kamesh competition 
(Vladimir,2019); 2nd at the I all-Russian competition of children's and youth creativity "ART Festival wind rose" 
(Balashikha,2019); 1st at the competition of the Krasnogorsk methodical Association (Krasnogorsk,2019); 1st at the 
Moscow city competition for young musicians "Magic lyre"(Moscow,2019); Participant of the big festival "Double 
canes", 5th anniversary concert held at the Tchaikovsky Moscow state University "Rachmaninoff hall"(Moscow,2019); 
Winner of the int'l Blazhevich competition "Silver pipes"(Moscow,2019); 2nd at the int'l competition “Moscow Wind" 
(Moscow,2019); Participant of the III int'l festival "Magic of the 21st century"(Moscow,2019); Grand Prix of the inter- 
District festival "Pets of muses and inspiration"(Volokolamsk,2019); 1st at the III int’l Gnessin festival (Moscow,2020);
1st at the IX int’l competition of soloists "Silver sounds"(Petrozavodsk,2020); 2nd and 3rd at the IV Open all-Russian 
festival "Image of art"(St-Petersburg,2020); 1st at the VI int’l competition "Voronezh Khalilov wind assemblies-2020" 
(Voronezh,2020); 2nd at the II all-Russian Internet competition "Musical talents of Russia"(Moscow,2020); 
Scholarship Holder of the Yvette Voronova New names Charity Foundation (Moscow,2020); Grand Prix of the II int’l 
Magic Symphony competition (Moscow,2020); Grand Prix of the Int’l project of music and dance genres " You can! 
2020 Autumn!"; Grand Prix of the First Int’l Competition of performers on wind and percussion instruments "Height", 
2020; 1st at the IV Int’l Internet Competition-Festival of Performers on wooden, brass and percussion Instruments 
"Dolzhikov Academy" (Moscow,2020); 2nd at the IV All-Russian Competition of soloists and ensembles of wind and 
percussion instruments "Virtuosos of the Chernozem Region"(Voronezh,2020); 1st at the 5th Danubia Talents 
International Online Music Competition in the category "Oboe" (Hungary);
Winner of the I degree of the 1eve edition Concours International Eurochestries 2021 «Jeunes talents en musique 
classique» in the category "Oboe" (France).
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Eva Barkova
Moscow, Russia
Eva was born in 2008 in Moscow, Russia. She began to study 
music at the age of seven. That time she played only piano 
and recorders and studied music theory. This spring at the age 
of 12 Eva finished Moscow Gnessin Music School with honours 
and she became the youngest student who ever did it. In recognition, Eva was 
awarded the title “The Best Student”.  Eva began playing modern flute in the 
autumn of 2016 and next spring she won her first awards both in piano and flute 
competitions. Since that time she took part in tens of concerts playing also as a 
soloist with Russian and European orchestras. Loving to play together with 
different instruments Eva plays as a chamber musician as well. 
Eva is interested in different styles of music - from baroque to contemporary music 
- as well as she enjoys playing various musical instruments. Currently she studies 
authentic performance of baroque music. Also Eva plays ethnic and piccolo flutes 
and clarinet. She likes to sing and to compose instrumental music. 
Eva is a highly - motivated musician. She regularly takes part in master - classes of 
well-known flutists all over the world. 
Eva is a winner of many Russian and international competitions (please see 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ne8342asildr9vm/Eva_Barkova.docx?dl=0). 
As Eva says, music is not a kind of job for her, but her passion and sense of life.

Chuqiao Niu
Shanghai, China
Growing up in Shanghai China, Chuqiao developed an 
interest in classical music, particularly the wafting, 
elegant sound of the flute, after listening to the school 
orchestra performance. Since then, she began to have weekly 
flute classes with Mr. Wu and gradually dives into the ethereal world 
consisting of notes and sounds. After practicing for two years and a half, 
she thought that this competition will be a great opportunity for her to 
assess her ability and to polish a specific piece of work.

Piano Accompanist: Helen Cao
Teacher: Zhengyu Wu
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Fate chamber orchestra 
(Yihang Zuo&Mengge Hu)
Beijing, China
Fate chamber Music was founded in 2021, and its members 
include Yihang Zuo & Mengge Hu and so on.
Yihang Zuo is a junior majoring in electronic Organ in the Piano 
Department of the Central Conservatory of Music. She is studying 
under the guidance of shen Yuan, an internationally famous organist and 
postgraduate tutor of the Central Conservatory of Music. Influenced by her 
mother, she studied piano and vocal music at an early age. Later, she learned 
piano from Wei Xiaofan, associate professor of piano Department of Central 
Conservatory of Music. In 2014, I began to learn electronic organ from Associate 
Professor Wang Olin, deputy Director of electronic Organ Department of 
Shenyang Conservatory of Music. Won the second prize of juvenile Group A in the 
second China Yamaha Electronic Pipe Organ Competition in 2014. In August 2015, 

participated in the solo concert of Japanese electronic organist Yoshiko Yamone as a special guest. In August 2017, he participated in the exchange activities 
of Osaka Music University and held concerts at Osaka Music University and Osaka Hall respectively. In 2019, I was admitted to the Piano Department of The 
Central Conservatory of Music, majoring in electronic Pipe Organ, majoring in classical organ playing. In September, I participated in Beijing International 
Organ Music Festival. In July 2021, she won the gold medal of Performers Group and romantic Works Performance Group in London Young Performers 
Competition. Second prize for organ in Greek MUSES International Music Competition. In August, won the second prize of pipe organ in keyboard instrument 
group for 19-22 years old in Odin International Music Competition (the first prize is vacant). Mengge Hu is now a senior student at The Central Conservatory of 
Music. In 2009, he was admitted to Shenzhen Art School, majoring in flute under CAI Wei. In 2018, I was admitted to the Central Conservatory of Music with 
the first place in wind music under the tutelage of Professor Han Guoliang. Served as flute chief of China Youth Symphony Orchestra in school. In 2021, she will 
be recommended for admission to central Conservatory of Music as a postgraduate. Won the first prize of junior Middle School Group of the eighth Wind and 
Percussion Solo Invitational Competition in South China in 2016. Won the third place in the 15th Wind Chamber Music Woodwind Solo Competition of Central 
Conservatory of Music in 2018. The second prize of youth Group of Florida International Flute Competition in 2020. Third prize of Flute GROUP A1 in the 2nd 
Sino-Western International Music Competition

HanYu Jin
Shanghai, China
In 2019, I was admitted to the Organ major of the 
Department of Modern Instrumental and Percussion 
music of Shanghai Conservatory of Music, and studied 
under Associate Professor Wu Dan and Teacher Zhang Qi. 
In 2020, I won the national Third-class scholarship, and in 2021, 
I won the national second-class scholarship.
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Yizhe Xiao
Changhua, Taiwan

Bing Wang Wendy Ngai
Canada/China
My name is Wendy and I go to Dulwich 
College Shanghai Pudong (DCSPD).  
I started playing flute when I was 8.  
Recorder was part of curriculum and I 
used to take lessons for that as well, but as I grew, my teacher encouraged 
me to start playing flute. I took my ABRSM Flute Grade 3 (scored Distinction) 
when I was 9 and I took my ABRSM Grade 5 Music Theory (scored Merit) the 
same academic year.  At school, I attend in 2 different orchestras one with 
only brass and woodwind instrument (Concert Band) and one with all kinds 
of different instrument groups (DCS Orchestra).  I’ve played piano, recorder, 
flute, cello and I sing as well. My school music teachers encouraged me to 
play piccolo in Concert Band, so now I play piccolo too. Overall, music has 
been in my life for a long time and I’ve come to love it.  I really hope that you 
like my performance.  
Thank you!
Wendy Ngai
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Chen Ye
Massachusetts, Brookline, USA

My name is Chen Ye, I am 14 years old
and a teenager that goes to school. 
I might be what anyone assumes a 
teenager might be like but with my passion for flute 
I have reached for many bold achievements. I have 
been playing the flute for only 4 years, since 5th 
grade, and have attended a few competitions over 
the years. As a constant member of a band but an 
aspiring soloist, I have adapted myself to frequent 
changes in what I show of myself through music but 
also deliberate technique. What I always wish for 
listeners to hear is the attention to detail  and the 
painstaking amount of energy I put into what I play.
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Cheng-Yi Yung
Taichung, R.O.C (Taiwan)

CHENG-YI  YUNG  is a 14 year old student 
of the Music class .
She  has been playing the flute for 4 years. 
CHENG-YI is a participant of some competitions 
and several Orchestra in the school.
She has experience of playing with symphonic 
and chamber
orchestras.
teacher: CHENG-YU WU
accompanist : YI-TSEN CHEN



Zaria Donckel
Luxembourg, Luxembourg

Zaria Donckel started her studies 
at the International Music Academy 
in Vienna at the age of 5. In 2019 she 
moved with her family to Luxembourg and got 
admitted into the Conservatoire de Luxembourg 
to study flute with Aniela Stoffels while 
continuing her studies with Maria Kosa. She 
recently won gold medal at the Luxembourg 
competition for young soloists and received 2nd 
prize  at the Yurij Dolzhikov competition in 
Moscow in 2020.

Sophie Zhu
Shanghai, China

I am a thirteen-year-old girl from China. 
I began my flute journey three years and a half years ago 
when my school Shanghai American School start to offer flute lessons. 
Music gave me a new way to express myself. I love to practice in the 
school band and symphony orchestra. I like to learn classical music as 
well as jazz music. This is the first time I participate in a competition.
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Elina Gusenbauer
Vienna, Austria
Elina Gusenbauer: born in Vienna.
Elina has been playing the flute in the International 
Music Academy for 4 years and has participated in 
several concerts nationally and internationally. 
She has won 3rd prize at the Yurij Dolzhikov competition 
in Moscow in 2020.

Yin Huen Abigail Lee
HongKong, Hong Kong

Abigail plays piano, cello and flute. 
She has passed ABRSM grade 8 for piano and 
ABRSM grade 5 for cello (with merit). 
She has also passed ABSRM grade 4 for flute. 
She has participated in many competitions and performances for 
piano. She is also a member of the school orchestra (she plays 
cello in it) and she is also part of a student led orchestra and a 
strings group. For cello, she also participated in an online 
performance. She was also part of a woodwind and brass band for 
2 years where she played the flute. 
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Alexandra Ershova
Cheboksary, Russia
I have been practicing the flute since 2013. 
I participate in competitions and concerts. 
In 2021 I entered the College of Music.

Veronica Rana
Shanghai, China
Hello, 
my name is Veronica Rana. 
I came from China and America. 
I go to Dulwich College Shanghai Pudong. 
I have been going to Dulwich for 8 years, and started learning 
the flute in Year 2, I have been learning the flute for 7 years. 
And my flute teacher is Wu Zheng Yu. I have also done 3 ABRSM 
exams on flute. 
Thank you!



Yu-Yin WEI
New Taipei City, Taiwan (R.O.C)
Yu-Yin WEI, 25 years old and living in Taiwan. 
WEI is a student in the institute of music, and major 
in flute at National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University 
(NYCU). She have  studied in flute from 9 years old. 
Her life is full of music which make her enjoy. Music teaches her a 
lot attitudes about life, and let her experience the colorful world. 
During the study, WEI had participated in several competition in 
Taiwan. In 2017, she was a exchange student in Czech Republic, in 
which studying under teacher Vojvo Linek.

Caroline Linnemayr
Vienna, Austria
Caroline Linnemayr, born into a musically inclined 
family, has started her musical education early on. 
Due to her wide range of interests, she not only plays 
the flute at the International Music Academy, 
but is an avid piano player too. 
She aims to study music in the future.
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Liu Chongnan
Dalian, China
Liu Chongnan was born in 1996 in Dalian, China, 
where he started learning the clarinet at the age of 10 
with Ji Xiaohua. 
In 2011, attended high school at the Shenyang Conservatory of 
Music, in 2014, entered the Shenyang Conservatory of Music, studied 
for a bachelor's degree, and studied clarinet with Associate Professor 
Yu Peng. In 2020 entered the Russian State Herzen University, for a 
master's and studied with Associate Professor Aleksandr Maistrenko 
and participant of concerts at the Vorontsov Academy, became 
winner of the international competition "Vivat, Petersburg".

Yingxue Xun
Wuhan, China
Yingxue Xun, 24 years old and living in Wuhan.
Xun is a student in the institute of music, and major in 
flute at Central China Normal University（CCNU.
She have studied in flute from 12 years old.
Music makes her life full of passion.
Because of music, she has become more brave and expected to 
challenge. 
After graduation, she still insists on participating in each competition. 
At present, she will follow the teacher of Yihui Lin and Xin Peng.
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Fang Rui was born in 1997 in Zhejiang Province, 
China and started learning the clarinet in the third 
grade of elementary school with Di Xiaoyan from 
Zhejiang Conservatory of Music. Now a graduate student at the 
Russian State Herzen University, studying clarinet with Associate 
Professor Aleksandr Maistrenko and participant of concerts at the 
Vorontsov Academy, became winner of the international 
competition "Vivat, Petersburg".

Li Jiahui
Yuncheng, China

Li Jiahui was born in 1996 in Yuncheng, Shanxi, 
China and started learning the clarinet at the age of 8.
He graduated from Shanxi Datong University with a bachelor's 
degree and studied clarinet with Associate Professor Li Junyi and 
participated of the Shanxi Datong University Wind Band. Won the 
first place in Shanxi Campus Art Competition. Now a studying 
clarinet with Associate Professor Aleksandr Maistrenko at the 
Russian State Herzen University and participant of concerts at the 
Vorontsov Academy, became winner of the international 
competition "Vivat, Petersburg".
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Wilma Hömstein
Vienna, Austria

Wilma Hömstein is a member of one of the long-term families at 
the International Music Academy. Her family joined the Academy 
through her son, who plays the piano, then she joined in starting 
with flute lessons and her husband not long after on the guitar. 
They often play as a family trio at the Academys and their own 
events. She is an enthusiastic flutist and chamber musician and 
loves to play baroque music.

Regina Poschner
Vienna, Austria

Regina Poschner has been playing the flute 
for most of her life and started her studies 
at the International Music Academy a few 
years ago. She plays in a viennese amateur 
symphony orchestra and many different 
flute ensembles too. She loves classical 
music and playing duets with her flutist 
friends from the academy.
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Jutta Tomek
Vienna, Austria

Jutta Tomek as a mother of seven children, Jutta never
really had the time she would have needed to pursue
a career in music, but he has been playing the flute and the piano 
most of her life. Now that her children are all grown up, she loves 
playing in brass bands, amateur ensembles and spends time with her 
grandchildren, often playing music together.

Birgit Braches
Vienna, Austria

Birgit Braches came in contact with music only last year, when her 
young daughter started taking music lessons at the International Music 
Academy. He fell in love with the flute too and started taking lessons. 
Now she enjoys playing duets with her daughter and has come very far 
in just one short year. She is looking forward to participating in many 
more amateur competitions.
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I am student of Cesis Music Secondary 
School named after Alfreds Kalnins and 
I am studying there latvian national concert 
instrument – kokle – playing. I have been playing kokle 
since I was 8 years old and I’m doing that as a soloist and 
also in ensemble together with other kokle players. Most 
often I play Latvian composer compositions, national 
music, and sometimes classical and some contemporary 
music as well. In future I would like to be a professional 
kokle player.

Mariuss Grencis

Mariuss is an 11 years young versatile and 
purposeful musician. He has already rich 
expierence in many ways.  As kokle player, 
he has performed in concerts and competitions, 
he had an opportunity to perform his solo with orchestra 
last summer. Mariuss has got a beautiful voice as well. 
He was valued with 2nd place in solo singing competition 
“Vidzemes cīrulīši” (2021). Mariuss has great succes in a 
stage speech - 1st place in Stage speech competition 
(2021). He is using his voice in recording cartoons in 
Latvian. Besides all creative and spiritual occupations 
Mariuss take part in sports swiming workauts and has got 
good results in swiming competitions as well.
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Jozsef Terek
Hevizgyork, Hungary
Jozsef Terek is an outstanding Hungarian performer, 
and a popular musician of the Hungarian folk art scene
appearing both in ‘Kivansagkosar’ show on Duna TV and 
on Danko Radio. His musical career started 29 years ago in 
his hometown, Tapioszele, but since then, he has performed on stages 
throughout Europe, America, Africa, Oceania, Asia, and also represented 
Hungary in 36  other countries performing at various world music 
festivals, theatres, universities, competitions for composers as well as 
professional conferences. He is also a multiple nominee of the UK 
Songwriting Contest and a multiple finalist of the International Song- 

writing competition representing his home country performing his own compositions. As a result of saving cultural values, there 
have been 24 CDs and a DVD-ROM released, and 11 books published since 2009. His career as a soloist began in 2015 with the 
release of ‘Tarogato as a Hungaricum’. Paying great respect to the symbol of Hungarians as well as to the performers of tarogato 
(Turkish pipe or taragot), he launched a series of concerts titled ‘Tarogato Hungaricum’ aimed at showing the versatility of this 
musical instrument. One can listen to Rakoczi marches, the songs found in old Hungarian codices, verbunkos music, authentic 
folk music, Hungarian melodies, classical music, and popular pieces performed at these concerts. By incorporating his own 
pieces and renditions into the pieces, he has a unique musical program worthy of representing Hungary on the international 
scene. „As a wedding present in 2009, an ethnic Hungarian refugee forced to leave the country in1956 gave me an original, 
almost hundred-year-old Stowasser-made tarogato. His request was that I should play it, represent the case for tarogatos, never 
resell it to anyone, but in the course of time donate to someone worthy of having it, so that the sound of tarogatos should never 
fall silent and die away, as this is the sound of the Hungarian nation and, as such, the past, present and future of the entire nation. 
Promoting the case of our “Hungarikum” musical instrument, the tarogato began internationally in 2016. In the past few years 
my goal has always been to find of way how I can show people from any country in the world that there is an instrument which 
is unique to Hungary, can only be found in the Carpathian Basin, and can serve the purpose of creating Hungarian and 
international tunes so as to make them popular and easy to be embraced by all. The concert material was adapted to this goal. 
In addition to Hungarian tunes and dances found in Hungarian codices, notas from the Rakoczi era, Hungarian notas, pieces of 
gypsy music, folk music and classical music complement the material together with virtuoso solo pieces. Musical pieces by great 
Hungarian composers, including Bela Bartok, Zoltán Kodaly, Janos Bihari, Janos Lavotta, etc. that can be performed on tarogatos 
can also be heard here; and they are complemented by my own pieces – so far 50 have been ready – composed expressly for the 
tarogato in a folk music and gypsy band style, and for a tarogato-piano duet, respectively. Upon requests made by several 
embassies, Hungarian institutes, international conferences, universities, festivals, I have managed to extensively introduce our 
“Hungarikum”musical instrument, the tarogato in the past five years in twenty different countries during almost forty trips, and 
in approximately one hundred venues. Interest in the events and the instrument has been exceptionally high, as it shows that 
we, Hungarians can find or provide something new in this area, perhaps another interface between countries. As a result, I have 
personally managed to communicate the sound of the tarogato and our “Hungarikum” tarogato concert to nearly ten thousand 
people – these events include one or two popular tunes of the particular country performed for the audience, thus indicating 
that our musical instrument can be used to perform the music of foreign countries, and we are open to the world as regards all 
of its musical genres and styles, respectively. The sound of the tarogato has reached hundreds of millions of people all around 
the world via broadcast media upon my works being published and advertised in interviews, concert recordings, TV and radio 
programs, and online newspapers and newsfeeds, respectively.”
„Whenever the sound of the tarogato starts playing somewhere int he world, the hearts of the Hungarians are in perfect sync 
with it.”
Hungarian golden cross of Merit awarded musician, composer, Member of the Hungarian Academy of Arts
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Trio Gamblers
Saint-Petersburg, Russia

Gamblers 
(Nikolay Kovalevich, Sergey Silaevsky, Denis Penyugin)

Instrumental theater «Gamblers» differs from other stage genres 
in that a high-quality concert performance of music in it is equally 
and inextricably linked with the dramatic line. In addition, the 
musicians are acting as actors in the play. Thus, a subtle semantic 
fusion of music and words is achieved.
A distinctive genre component is that the musical line entirely 
refers to the culture of the Baroque era.
The team's repertoire includes two performances: "Khandoshkin's 
Dreams" (2015) and "Gamblers" (2016), as well as concert 
programs.

Mark Mihajlovich Vysotskiy
Tambov, Russia
I, Vysotsky Mark Mikhailovich, was born on November 06, 1998.
In 2014, he graduated from a secondary school based on grades 9 in the city of 
Strezhevoy, Tomsk region. During the years of study, he was a multiple winner of 
school, extracurricular competitions, festivals, and city projects.
For three years he was actively engaged in sports in MBOU DOD "DYuSSh". I have diplomas 
and medals in the junior weightlifting championship, commendations and articles in the local press.
In 2014, he graduated with honors from the Children's Music School of the Department of Folk 
Instruments in the balalaika class of teacher Elena V. Volkova. He performed solo concerts in Strezhev, in 
Izvitinsk, in Nizhnevartovsk, in St. Petersburg. He was awarded diplomas of International, All-Russian, 
regional and city competitions. 2011 - participant and laureate of the International Competition-Festival, 
held in Vienna. 2011 - winner of the Mayor's Award. 2013 - Scholarship Holder of the Department of 
Culture of the Tomsk Region.
2014 - 2016. studies at the "St. Petersburg Rimsky - Korsakov College" of the Department of Folk 
instruments in the balalaika class of the teacher, Honored Worker of Culture of the Russian Federation, 
Konov Vladimir Nikolaevich.
In 2018, he graduated from the "St. Petersburg Mussorgsky Music College", the balalaika class of the 
teacher, Honored Artist of Russia, Alexander Petrovich Shchipitsin.
2019-2020 service in the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation.
From 2019 to the present, I am a student of the S. V. Rachmaninov TSMPI, class of Professor Andrey 
Gorbachev.
I consider perseverance, responsibility, focus on results, diligence, sense of humor, optimism to be my 
main qualities. My hobbies are music, sports, books
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Daniil Nikitin
Tver, Russia

Daniil is a decent music school student and loves
taking part in school performances and concerts.
He enjoys learning new compositions and
is eager to learn more about playing music in ensemble.
In 2022 Daniil is planning to travel to Turku
to perform at the 10th J. Sibelius Competition .

Christopher Pan
Princeton, USA

"Astra-duet" was created in 2013.
Duo members: Leonid Butakov 
(balalaka), Ruslan Grachev (bayan).
"Astra-duet" is distinguished by a bright 
personality and its own unique style of perfor-
mance. Its repertoire includes the best samples 
of folk music, instrumental arrangements of 
folk songs, as well as classical works.
"Astra-duet" conducts an active concert and 
educational activities, performing programs in 
Russian cities.
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Anton Ponomarev
Tver, Russia

Over the three years of studying 
music (guitar), I got acquainted 
with the guitar repertoire, with interesting 
types of technology, sound production 
techniques. This is facilitated by the Evgeny 
Baev School of Guitar Technique, which is 
known not only in Russia, but also abroad. Be 
sure to study the classical heritage of 
guitarists Mateo Carcassi, Anton Diabelli and 
others. I take part in the Jean Sibelius  
competition (Turku-Finland).

Izabela Maciaszczyk
Pozowice, Poland
Izabela was born on 08.30.2007 in Krakow, Poland. 
She started her musical education at the age of 6 
at the 1st degree Music School in classical guitar class.
Currently, she continues education at Secondary Music School 
F. Chopin in Krakow. She studies in classical guitar class. During the course of her 
education so far, she was promoted to subsequent classes with honors.
She participated with numerous successes in many competitions (totally she was 
laureate of more than 50 competitions): school, inter-school, national and 
international level (i.a. 1st Prizes: international competitions in France - Paris, USA 
- California, Czech Republic - Prague (EUROFEST),  Serbia -  Belgrad, Slovakia - 
Dolny Kubin etc.). She improved her guitar playing during many master classes.
Izabela participates in many concerts, she loves public performing.
She also develops his musical interests towards jazz guitar with great success."
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Gran quintet
Saint-Petersburg, Russia

The "Gran quintet" ensemble consisting of: Evgeny Sadovnikova, Ekaterina Ilchenko (violins), Polina 
Ostapenko (viola), Mikhail Granov (Cello) and Lev Zhuravsky (clarinet) was assembled in 2021 to participate 
in the competition dedicated to N.G. Rubinstein. The ensemble consists of students and graduates of the 
St. Petersburg Conservatory.

Harp Trio Chagall
Milano, Italy
Adriana Cioffi studies Harp with Maria Rosaria Vanacore at San Pietro a Majella Conservatory 
(Naples, Italy), graduating with honours, later studies with Jana Boušková and Olga Giusy 
Mazzia. Graduates with honours in Composition with Enrico Renna at San Pietro a Majella 
Conservatory (Bachelor) and with Sonia Bo at Giuseppe Verdi Conservatory in Milan, Italy 
(Master). Performed as harpist with Orchestra of Teatro Petruzzelli (Bari, Italy), LaVerdi Orchestra, 
the Orchestra of Filarmonica della Scala, the Orchestra of Cameristi della Scala (Milan, Italy).
Catello Coppola, Flute.
He studies flute with Salvatore Lombardi at D. Cimarosa Conservatory (Avellino, Italy) gratuating with highest score, and 
later he studies with C.Klemm, M. Larrieau, P.L. Graf, R. Wilson, M. Marasco, G. Pretto, J.L. Beaumadier, and other. He 
results winner in different flute and chamber music competitions, giving concerts and recitals in Italy and abroad 
(England, France, Switzerland, Austria, Holland, China, Arabia) performing as Duo (flute and piano) or Trio (Flute, Harp 
and Alto) or Flute Quartet. He studies also at Lygano Musikhochschule attending MAS (Master of Advanced Studies) with 
M. Caroli, and he admitted in Music Didactics Degree gratuating with honors. He studies chamber music at Fiesole 
School with M. B. Canino and later in Chigiana Academy with M. B. Giuranna and then with M. I. Varricchio at G. Verdi 
Conservatory at Milan (Italy) where he graduates with honors in chamber music. He teachs now Flute in Music College at 
Torre Annunziata (Italy). Moreover He gratuated with honors in Chemistry and Farmacy at Naples University "Federico II".
Simone De Pasquale is born in Milano, where he has his music studies in the local conservatory "G. Verdi". He graduates 
in the class of O. Scilla, then he baccalaureate in violin with F. Luciani and proceeds also his violin studies with Dora 

Schwarzberg at the ”Fondazione Romanini" in Brescia and at the "Accademia di Pinerolo".With the viola he baccalaureates also at the same conservatory in Milano 
with P. Mianiti and studies in the meantime with Simonide Braconi, Wilfried Strehle, Máté Szűcs and Tabea Zimmermann. Since the young age he has an intense 
chamber music activity in different groups, from duo to septet. He also has an important activity in theatres, as musician on scene, and different orchestras, such 
as "La Scala" of Milano, "La Fenice" of Venice, "I Pomeriggi Musicali" of Milano and the "Orchestra Sinfonica G. Verdi" of Milano, where he’s still currently employed.
With the Harp Trio Chagall he won the "M. Tournier" international competition in Cosenza
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ChromArt Ensemble
Málaga Spain
Flute, viola and harp
"ChromArt Ensemble components are professional 
consolidated whose musical activity is linked to the city 
of Granada (Spain). His work is aimed at the dissemination 
of chamber music with harp, a repertoire characterized by the delicacy 
of its timbral colors, also present in the name of the group. 
The exploration of the sound range of the different instruments and 
their combinations to draw a landscape as vivid as possible of each 
piece underpins his creative process. The result of this is the frequent 
inspiration of the group in the visual arts and the incorporation of its 
proposals into musical interpretation. In addition, in its eagerness to go 
beyond the usual approaches.
The group has performed on several occasions in the chamber cycle of 
the "Manuel de Falla" Auditorium in Granada, also performing 
successfully in emblematic places such as the Alhambra Museum of 
Fine Arts."

Duet
Liang Xiaoxue
Gleb Rezvykh
St. Petersburg, China-Russia

Haydn. Sonata # 8 for flute(or violin) and piano in G Major(1st mov.)   (5'30")
   Piano-Liang Xiaoxue Violin-Gleb Rezvykh
R. Glier. Romance in D Major for violin and piano (4'43")
   Piano-Liang Xiaoxue Violin-Gleb Rezvykh
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Xiaofeng He
Beijing, China
My name is Xiaofeng He, I'm from China. 
I began to learn the piano when I was a kid. 
And I started playing organ at the age of 14 
with Professor Yuan Shen. And I'm currently studying organ in 
the Central Conservatory of Music. 
I enjoy music, especially the organ music, symphony and 
movie/game music. Besides, I sometimes will compose or 
improvise on the organ.

Brest Lenarcic
Rogaska Slatina, Slovenia

Brest Lenarcic (Slovenia, 15 years old) attends
the 3rd grade of organ at the Music School in
Rogaska Slatina. 
In June 2021 he received a gold citation in the discipline of 
organ solo at the 50th national competition of slovenian young 
musicians (»TEMSIG«) and in July 2021 a gold citiation, medal 
and “Laureat Award” at the international online competition 
»Glasbena čipka iz Idrije«.
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Dora Oral
Istanbul, Turkey
Dora Oral was born in 2007 in Istanbul, Turkey. 
He has started his music studies at the age of five by 
playing piano. 

In 2017, he has started Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University Istanbul State 
Conservatory (MSFAU Istanbul State Conservatory) in Dilbağ Tokay’s 
cello class.

He has participated in International Pera Music Festival in 2018 and 
2019, attended masterclasses including Hilel Zori (Istanbul), Jens Peter 
Maintz (Ayvalık International Music Academy) and also several Turkish 
cello masters, between 2017-2020.

He plays in MSFAU State Conservatory Youth Orchestra and Doğuş 
Children’s Symphony Orchestra (DÇSO).

Dora Oral continues his education with Dilbağ Tokay at MSFAU İstanbul 
State Conservatory, Lycee 1.

Rüzgar Yalazan
Istanbul, Turkey
Rüzgar Yalazan was born in 2009 in Istanbul, Turkey. 
He has started his music studies at the age of five by playing 
piano in State Conservatory of Istanbul University and continued 
until 2017. 

In 2017, he has started Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University Istanbul State 
Conservatory (MSFAU İstanbul State Conservatory) in Seren Karabey’s cello 
class and in 2018 joined Dilbağ Tokay’s cello class in same conservatory. He 
plays MSFAU State Conservatory Youth Orchestra.

He has participated in International Pera Music Festival in 2019, attended 
masterclasses including Maria Kliegel (Ayvalık International Music Academy) 
and also several Turkish cello masters, between 2018-2020.

Rüzgar Yalazan continues his education with Dilbağ Tokay at MSFAU İstanbul 
State Conservatory, 8th grade.
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Tianyun Liu
Beijing, China

My name is Liu Tianyun. 
I am now a sophomore at the 
Central Conservatory of music. 
I have participated in the Harlem Music Festival trial 
and won the professor's praise in the master class for many times.

Fangfei Ding
Beijing, China

Fangfei Ding is 16 years old.
She is a first-year undergraduate 
majoring in Organ in the Piano Department 
of the Central Conservatory of Music.
In 2021, at the age of 16, she was admitted 
with the first place to the Organ Major of the Piano
Department of the Central Conservatory of Music.



Qiwen Shao
Shanghai, China
Shao Qiwen began to learn piano at the age of 4. 
She is now studying in senior three of the high 
school attached to Shanghai Conservatory of music 
and has studied under teacher Wu Dan since then. 

In 2021, she won the third place in the classical group of the seventh 
"Yinfei" international electronic organ competition. 

During her study, she participated in the "wind whispering piano 
sound" series of appreciation and listening sessions.

Shiye Guo
Shanghai, China
Guo Shiye was born in China on August 26, 2005. 
She began to learn piano at the age of 4 and is now 
studying in senior one of Shanghai Conservatory 
of Music Attached High School.
In 2013, she won the third prize of the third German Omiller Piano 
Open competition.
In 2015, 2017 and 2019, she won the 7th, 8th and 9th Steinway 
International Piano Competition, respectively.
In 2018, she was admitted to the Attached Middle School of Shanghai 
Conservatory of Music, and has been learning organ performance 
from teachers Wu Dan, Zhang Qi and Hu Jinlei since then.
In 2021, she won the fifth place of classical pipe Organ Group in the 
7th Yinfei International Electronic Pipe Organ Competition.



Ke Xu
Shanghai, China

Magdalena Moser
Leoben, Austria
Magdalena Moser was born in Leoben, Austria. 
Since 2016 she studies organ with Ulrich Walther at the 
University of Music and Performing Arts in Graz. She was 
successful in some organ competitions: in 2021 she was awarded the 
Douglas-May-Award at the International Organ Competition in St 
Albans (UK), in 2020 she won 1st prize in the 8th International Franz 
Schmidt Organ Competition in Vienna, in 2019 she won 2nd prize in 
the International Organ Competition in Korschenbroich (Germany), in 
2018 she was finalist in the 7th International Franz Schmidt Organ 
Competition in Vienna and she won 2nd prize in the Martha Debelli 
Competition of the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz also 
in 2018. Magdalena won several first prizes of the youth-music contest 
“Prima la musica” in the local and national league. She attended Master 
classes with Theo Jellema, Erwin Wiersinga, Naji Hakim, Hannfried 
Lucke, Peter Planyavsky and Wolfgang Zerer. 
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Zixi Deng
Shanghai, China
Zixi Deng, born in October 1999 in China. 
She started her music life at the age of 5 when her dad 
bought her a tiny keyboard. 
With the passion for keyboards, during childhood to adolescent 
stage, she has taken part in many kinds of music competitions or 
performance both in electronic organ and piano. 
At 18 years old, the passion of music paid off, she achieved her dream 
that studied at Shanghai Conservatory of Music. In Shanghai, such a 
creative city, talented musicians, outstanding concerts become the 
inspiration of music students there. 
As a result, she has made a great advance. This time, she plays a huge 
‘keyboard’ - organ in JS Fest as the first scenic spot during her journey 
of graduate student.

Sebastian Kuczynski
Warsaw, Poland

Born in 1997 in Suwałki. He began his musical education in 2010 at the 1st 
and 2nd degree State Music School in Suwałki in the organ class of Ewa 
Wołczek, MA. In 2016, he began studies at the Fryderyk Chopin University of 
Music in Warsaw, majoring in instrumental studies, in the organ class of prof. 
Jarosław Wróblewski and lecturer Wojciech Bednarski, which he completed with his 
diploma exams in 2019, receiving a bachelor's degree. Then he continued his education at the 
master's studies at his alma mater in the following fields: instrumental studies - organ class of prof. 
Jarosław Wróblewski and dr. Wojciech Bednarski, and church music - organ class of prof. Piotr 
Wilczyński, improvisation class of dr. hab. Michał Markuszewski and MSc. Damian Skowroński, which 
he graduated in 2021. In the academic year 2018/2019, as part of the Erasmus + program, he studied 
organ playing at the Hochschule für Musik und Theater in Hamburg, in the class of prof. Wolfgang 
Zerer. The following year he also completed post-graduate studies in Music Manager at the FCUM. 
He constantly expands his knowledge and skills by taking part in numerous lectures, seminars and 
master classes on organ interpretation and improvisation, conducted by outstanding 
instrumentalists and teachers of world renown. As a soloist and chamber musician, he has 
performed in Poland, Germany, Austria, Belarus and Lithuania. The founder, coordinator and artistic 
director of the "Pro Arte et Studio" series of recitals, organized by the parish of st. Andrzej Bobola in 
Warsaw. He took part in national and international organ competitions, during which he won many 

awards, as well as laureate titles. His latest success is the victory of the 2nd National Organ Improvisation Competition in Legnica (2021). He has 
been awarded numerous scholarships for his educational results, activity and artistic achievements. Since 2016, he has been working as an 
organist at the National Shrine, Parish st. Andrzej Bobola in Warsaw.
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Jie Ren
Hohhot, China

Jie Ren, born in 1997, has been playing piano 
since the age of 4. In 2012, she entered the secondary school 
affiliated to the Academy of Arts of Inner Mongolia University to study 
piano, and in 2015, she was enrolled in St. Petersburg State 
Conservatory to study organ and harpsichord, studying with Yulia 
Glazkova (Yufereva).Jie Ren plays on very important venues in St. 
Petersbourg, such as St. Michail Church, Church of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and on the famous copy of Gottfried 
Silbermann organ made by Martti Porthan in St. Maria Church.

Gliwice, Poland
Mirosława Cieślak is a native of Upper Silesia, Poland. 
She graduated from the Karol Szymanowski Academy of Music 
in Katowice, Poland with a double major in organ performance 
and music theory. As a recipient of the ERASMUS scholarship she 
studied at the Music University in Hamburg, Germany. She holds a master's degree from 
Conservatorium van Amsterdam, the Netherlands. She studied historical keyboard 
instruments and sacred music at the Music University FRANZ LISZT in Weimar, Germany. 
She plays concerts in her homeland; in Germany, where she currently lives; and abroad 
(Europe, USA, Canada). Highlights of these performances include: the Mosel 
Musikfestival, the Nieuwe Kerk Lunchconcerten in Amsterdam, the Kaasmarktconcerten 

in Alkmaar, the Bach Biennale Festival Weimar, Boston Bach Birthday, Orgel punkt Zwölf in Naumburg, Orgelklang 12 in Merseburg, and Thüringer 
Orgelsommer. She served as the Music Director of St. Joseph Basilica in Webster, MA. In 2015, Mira was a recipient of the Graduation Scholarship 
Program, which supported the recording of her first solo compact disc, Ein Zusammentreffen der Traditionen (A Confluence of Traditions). This 
marvelous album presents European music from the 18th century (mainly from a Polish manuscript) for organ, harpsichord and clavichord. She 
was a finalist of the International Music Competition Svirél (2016) in Nova Gorica, Slovenia, where she won the Golden Award. In Spring 2017, she 
worked as the Assistant Organist of the City Church of Naumburg on the historical Hildebrandt Organ. As of 2018, Mirosława serves as cantor for 
Querfurt, Germany and as regional cantor for the District of Merseburg. She performs regularly with Argentinian tubist Patricio Cosentino. She also 
plays concerts with flutist Franziska Trommer and guitarist Robert Pauli as Ensemble Nepalropa. She is also the organist of the Brass Band 
BlechKLANG and harpsichordist of the ensemble Camerata Temporalis, which specializes in early and contemporary music. In addition, Mira has 
written many choir arrangements of popular and sacred songs. 
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Riga, Latvia
I play cello from the age of 7. 
I am in 5th grade of Juglas Music school in Riga. 
I really like to perform in concerts. 

My best achievements:
April 2019 – International F. Amenda String instrument competition in 
Talsi, Latvia – II Prize
June 2019 – II International young musician competition  „Trofeo 
musicale” in Kaunas, Lithuania – I Prize
December  2019  V International classical music competition “Kaunas 
sonorum – 2019” in Kaunas, Lithuania – participant. 
December 2020 – participated in Balanas sisters and roche Christmas 
charity masterclasses.
April 2021 –  V International  online competition of arts “Talented kids”  
in Belarus - I Prize

Xuxin YANG, Qing XU
Beijing, China
Xuxin Yang (b. 1998) currently studies as a post-
graduate student at the Central Conservatory 
of Music in Beijing, class of prof. Tong Yang. 
She began studying the Saxophone at 7, 
and had finished a bachelor's degree in saxophone 
from the Central Conservatory of Music in 2020.
Qing Xu (b. 1999) currently studies as a postgraduate student at the 
Central Conservatory of Music in Beijing, class of prof. Yuan Shen. 
She began studying the pipe organ at 14 when she was in middle 
school affiliated to Shenyang Conservatory of Music. In 2018, she 
was selected for the program “Young Talent” from Haarlem 
International Organ Festival, and has been chosen to perform in the 
closing ceremony. At the same year, she won the second prize of 

Concours international d’orgue de Versailles Jeune Talent (Versailles International Young Concert Organist Competition). She 
also won the first prize of Haarlem International Organ Festival - Central Conservatory of Music Scholarship Competition in 2019. 
Qing Xu participated in Haarlem International Organ Festival (2016, 2018), Korea International Organ Camp (2019), and took 
master class with Lorenzo Ghielmi, Pier Damiano Peretti, Jean-Baptiste Robin, Leo van Doeselaar, Louis Robillard, Arvid Gast and 
other famous organists.
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Kaya Ercan
Istanbul, Turkey
Kaya Ercan was born in 2010 in Istanbul, Turkey. 
He started playing the piano at age of five, and the 
cello at age of six. He has been studying cello with 
Dilbag Tokay since 2016. 

He has participated in International Pera Music Festival in 2017, 
2018 and 2019. He has actively participated in various cello 
masterclasses since 2018, with Solen Dikener, Ozan Evrim Tunca, 
Umit Isgorur and Dilbag Tokay.  

He has participated in a number of international music 
competitions, received first prize in Greece in 2018 and absolute 
first prize in Italy in 2019.

He has been playing in the cello sections of the Atasehir Youth 
Symphony Orchestra since 2019 and Dogus Children’s Symphony 
Orchestra since 2021. 

Darin Lambrev
Sofia, Bulgaria
Darin Lambrev was born on February 7, 2010 in Sofia in the family of the theatre 
director Nikolay Lambrev and the sculptor Ogniana Vakavlieva. He started playing 
piano at age 5. In 2015, he applied for and was accepted into the National School of 
Music "L. Pipkov " – Sofia, with violoncello. The choice of instrument is explicit from the 
start. Practicing piano continues as a second instrument outside the school and assist in 
the development of his musical culture. His violoncello teacher is Ms Teodora Atanassova. He participated
in Allegra Master class in 2018 (Prof. Peter Somodari) and 2019 (Prof. Laslo Fenyo). From April 2016 he 
participates in all master classes for cello with the French violoncellist Romain Gariou organized by NSM 
"L.Pipkov." (4 in number until the present moment).
Prizes 2021
1st Prize at the National Competition for Young Instrumentalists „The Music of Europe“, Burgas/March 2021
Laureat 1st level – Golden Diploma – Int’l Competition for Instrumental Music „Golden Strings“ 2021
Prizes 2020
Grand Prix for the Instrumental Group– National Competition for Vocal and Instrumental Music 
“The Sound of Time“ Veliko Tarnovo  /July 2020/.
1st Prize at the National Competition for Young Performers of Bulgarian Music, Burgas /October 2020/
Prizes 2019
1st Prize and Special Prize 100/100 points at the International Music Competition, Nish,  Serbia /April 2019
1st Prize at the International Music Competition ‘Daleki Akordi’, Split, Croatia / April 2019/
1st prize at the National Competition for Young Instrumentalists „The Music of Europe“, Burgas/March 2019/
1st Prize at the ХI National Competition for Performance in Orchestra Instruments „Dobrin Petkov“, Plovdiv 
/February 2019/
Prizes 2018:
1st Prize at the National Competition for Young Performers of Bulgarian Music, Burgas /October 2018/
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Zuzanna Augustyniak
Warsaw, Poland
Zuzanna was born in Warsaw, Poland. She started to play 
cello at the age of 7. As a student of elementary music school 
she participated in many cello competition as a solist and as a 
member of duo. After graduation she started to study at music high school in 
Warsaw as a student of prof. Tomasz Strahl and dr. Rafał Kwiatkowski. She won 
twice the first price and twice the second price in Nationwide Cello Competition 
Miniatura Wiolonczelowa in Warsaw, the first and second price in International 
Music Competition Sosnowe Nutki in Otwock, twice- second price in her age 
category as a cellist in eMuse Competition in 2019 and 2021 ana a  2021 and a 
special price – cello string, thirs price in Nationwide Cello Competition in 
Bygoszcz Poland 2021,she was honorable mentioned in Nationwide Cello and 
Bass Competition in Warsaw, got the first price in Silk Way Grand Final 
Competition 2021, 2 nd price in King's Peak Intyernational Competition,  and 
many more. As a member of duo she won the first price in International Music 
Competition Sosnowe Nutki in Otwock and second price in Nationawide 
Chamber Ensambl Competition Sochaczewskie Spotkania Kameralne. She is 
interested in politics, likes windsurfing, tarvelling, reading criminals and 
listening to the music (jazz, rock). 

Ali Aras Özcan
Istanbul, Turkey
Ali Aras Özcan, born in 2009, in İstanbul, Turkey. 
Özcan has started learning the cello at the age of nine 
with Poyraz Baltacıgil at Mimar Sinan Fine Arts 
University İstanbul State Conservatory and in 2020 became 
a student of  Dilbağ Tokay in the cello department of the same 
conservatory. In 2021, he auditioned for the Doğuş Children’s 
Symphony Orchestra (DÇSO), which is Turkey’s first  children’s 
symphony orchestra.
Özcan also participated in Enka Art Project in August 2021. In this 
Project, young successful musicians have been selected to perform 
and Özcan managed to be selected as the cello player and get 
scholarship after his musical performance. In the same year, he 
participated in Dilbağ Tokay’s violoncello masterclass at Çeşme. 
Özcan continues his education with Dilbağ Tokay as a 7th-grade 
student at and continues to perform in the Doğuş Children’s 
Symphony Orchestra. 
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Nisan Aysever
Istanbul, Turkey
Nisan Aysever was born in 2007 in İstanbul, Turkey. 
Although she has started her music studies at the age 
of seven by playing piano, she decided to learn playing 
cello at the age of ten, in 2017.
In 2019, Nisan has started Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University İstanbul 
State Conservatory (MSFAU İstanbul State Conservatory) in Dilbağ 
Tokay’s cello class. She has participated in International Pera Music 
Festival in 2018 and 2019, attended Kaş Masterclass and CAKA 
Masterclass in 2019 and 2020. 
In September 2021, she has performed in Istanbul International 
Chamber Music Festival, within a cello quartet of young musicians, 
under the organization of ICFEMA-Academy Festival Istanbul.
She is now playing in MSFAU State Conservatory Youth Orchestra and 
Doğuş Children’s Symphony Orchestra (DÇSO).
Since 2019 Nisan Aysever has been studying with Dilbağ Tokay at 
MSFAU İstanbul State Conservatory. She is continuing her education in 
Lycee 1 of the conservatory.

Vladislav Moiseev
Russia
Vladislav was born in Moscow. At the age of 6, Vladislav entered the preparatory 
class of the Alekseev Music School in Moscow and is currently studying in the 5th 
grade in the specialty "Cello", with a teacher Dmitry Smirnov. Vladislav plays the 
ancient French cello of the family artel of violin masters J. Tibouville-Lamy, her age is 
about 130 years. The first competition "Running on the Waves" and Vladislav's first victory - the title of 
Laureate of the 1st degree in the nomination "Instrumental Music" took place in January 2018.
The most significant contests of Vladislav 's creative path:
- April 2018, 2nd in the solo cello nomination at International competition "Internationaler Fruhlings-
Festival-Wettbewerb (Spring Awakening)" in Vienna,Vladislav was honored to play in the final concert 
at the famous Amadeus Hall of the Vienna University of Music;
- February 2020, 2nd at Moscow competition of young violinists and cellists "Magic Bow - 2020";
- October 2020, International Competition "Wiener Traume 2020" (Vienna, Austria), 1st degree laureate;
- December 2020, 5th International Competition "Allegretto Grazioso 2020", 2nd degree laureate;
- February 2021, International Competition "Wiener Gold" (Vienna, Austria), 2nd degree laureate;
- April 2021, 4th International Competition "Nevsky Seasons" (St. Petersburg), 1st degree laureate;
- May 2021, 1st at Russian open competition of young musicians-performers "HEIRS OF MASTERS"(Moscow)

Vladislav had personal master classes from professors Alexander Zagorinsky and Sergey Slovachevsky.
Vladislav was honored to perform solo three times at a concert of the Alekseev Music School on the stages of the Grand Concert Hall of the Moscow Conservato-
ry Tchaikovsky and the Chamber Hall of the Moscow International House of Music.
Vladislav has diverse interests. Downhill skiing is the conquest of difficult mountain trails, and swimming is relaxation after difficult music lessons. Meetings with 
friends are football, riding scooters, go-karting, give an opportunity to relax your soul and set you up for the development of new musical heights.
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Beliz Güney
Istanbul, Turkey
Born in 1999, Beliz Güney began her cello studies in 2007 at the 
Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University Istanbul State Conservatory with 
Erman Imayhan. In the year 2012, she became a part-time student 
of Prof. Eldar Iskenderov at the Istanbul University State Conservatory 
while carrying her studies at the Avni Akyol High School of Fine Arts. In the years 2014 and 
2015, she made her debut as a soloist performing in Turkey and Greece. In 2016, she 
carried her studies at Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University Istanbul State Conservatory with 
Dilbağ Tokay. Güney also attended the masterclasses of Gary Hoffman, Johannes Möser, 
Christoph Henkel, Jean Guihen Queyras, Maria Kliegel, Jens Peter Maintz, Claus 
Kanngiesser, Peter Bruns, Hillel Zori, Alexander Rudin, Rupert Thompson. She won the 
soloist competitions of Eskisehir State Symphony Orchestra and Mimar Sinan Fine Arts 
University State Conservatory and performed both Haydn Cello Concerto No.1 in C Major 
and Faure Elegie. Guney has won the first prize in International German- Austrian Music 
Competition in Bulgaria, 3rd place prize at the Osmangazi Chamber Music Competition, 
became 1st at the Belgrade International Music Competition and got the "Premio 
Assoluto" 1st place prizes at the "29th Young Musician International Competition Citta di 

Barletta" competition held in Italy in 2019 and she also took part at the gala concerts of it. In 2019, by getting chosen as an active student to one 
of the most reputable academies for cello in Europe, which is Rutesheim Cello Akademie, she got the chance to work with cellist Natalie Clein. Beliz 
Güney, in the 2019-2020 concert season, by getting chosen for the İş Sanat "Parlayan Yıldızlar" (Young Soloists) concert, got qualified to give a 
recital. In 2021, she was chosen for the project "Young Woman Musicians" organized by the İstanbul Kültür Sanat Vakfı, continues her education 
with Prof. Tristan Cornut at Staatliche Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende Kunst Stuttgart.

Melek Mavi Vural
Oslo, Norway
Melek Mavi Vural was born in 2005 in Turkey.
She started her musical career in 2010 playing 
the violin. In 2011 she started to play the cello, 
studying with Dilbağ Tokay.
Mavi got accepted to Mimar Sinan Fine Arts State 
Conservatory in 2012, and became a fulltime musical student 
in 2015. When she moved to Norway in 2019 with her family, 
she attended Majorstuen Musikskole with BarratDue Music 
Institute. She continues her musical studies in Edvard Munch 
Highschool with Bard Henrik Bosrup.
In parallel to her solo studies she has attended Master Classes 
with Çağ Erçağ, Şölen Dikener, Torfinn Hoffart and Jens Peter 
Maintz.
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Alexey Solonovich
Moscow, Russia
Alexey Solonovich was born in Moscow in 2001 into a family of 
musicians and started his music studies at the age of three. When 
he was five he was admitted into Gnessin's Central School of Music 
and started playing the cello in the class of Professor A. Lukianenko. 
In 2013 he transferred to Moscow Conservatory Central school of music where he 
studied with M. Zhuravleva. In 2018 he enetered Moscow State Univerity College of 
Music in the class of Professor A.Seleznyov and in 2019 transferred to Chopin 
College of Music to study with Tchaikovsky Competition Prize-Winner Evgeniy 
Rumiantsev, where he is currently completing his final year studies. He has 
participated in masterclasses of Tchaikovsky Competition winners D. Shapovalov 
and A. Buzlov and leading Moscow orchestra cosertmasters: N. Solonovich, A. 
Gotgelbf and A. Naidyonov. Alexey Solonovich has been performing actively in his 
native city of Mosccw as well as other cities of Russia, Georgia, Europe and the USA 
as a soloist, quartet and chamber musician. He has frequently appeared as a soloist 
with orchestra. In 2013 he won the second prize in “Night in Madrid” Int’l 
Competition in Spain, in 2018 first prize in “Heart Set on Music” Int’l Competition in 
Moscow and in 2019 first prize in “Colour of Music” Int’l Competition in Moscow. 
In 2019 he became concertmaster of Russian Chamber Orchestra and in 2020 the 
concertmaster ot the cello group of Chopin College of Music Symphony orchestra.

Xu Chuhan
ShenYang, China

Self introduction:
Graduated with honors from Shenyang Conservatory 
of Music in 2019. Participated in the Hong Kong International 
Chamber Music Competition, and won the Silver Medal of Chamber 
Music in the Northeast Division Professional Group. 
In 2021, I was admitted to the Gnesin Academy of Music in Russia, 
studying for a postgraduate degree in the Department of Orchestra, 
majoring in cello performance.
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Laura Hakobyan
Vienna, Austria
Laura Hakobyan was born on 24.06.2009 in Yerevan 
(Armenia). She started to play piano at 5 years old.
Since 2016 she lives in Austria. 3 years ago, at age of 9, 
she started to play the harp.
As a harpist, Laura is already laureate prize winner of national and 
international competitions:
"Prima la Musica" (2020, Linz, 1.st prize)
"1st International Harp Competition Arpademia" (2021, Italy, 2nd 
prize 96,53/100 points)
"8th Prah-a-harp festival" (2021, Czech Republic, golden award and 
the special prize for musicality)
International Music Competition "Musical Lace Part 2" (2021, 
Slovenia, 1.st prize, 99/100 points). Currently she studies harp with 
mag. Maria Tuturilova in Vienna.

Zarina Zaradna
Przezmierowo, Poland

Zarina Zaradna was born on May 16, 2011 
in Kharkiv, Ukraine.
Zarina's mother comes from Russia, 
Zarina's father is Polish.
Zarina is studying at the Music School in Poznań.
Zarina's teacher is Dr. Anna Skorzak-Olek
Zarina is now 10 years old, but is already a very mature artist.
She loves to perform on stage in front of an audience.
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Ekaterina Proshina
 Moscow, Russia

A student of Svetlana Vladimirovna 
Vorobyova, the Myaskovsky Children's 
Music School. Ekaterina fell in love with the harp as 
soon as she had seen it at the audition, there was no 
doubt for a second that it was the harp that would 
be her guide to the wonderful world of music. Katya 
studies at a music school, takes an active part in 
concerts and festivals. Ekaterina is a laureate and 
diploma holder of many international and Russian 
music competitions. Among them are the Jean 
Sibelius Instrumental Competition in Finland, the 

Open Competition of Young Harpists "The Sorceress of the Harp", the International Music Competition Serbia, the 
All-Russian Internet competition "Musical Talents of Russia", the Festival - competition "Extravaganza of the Harp", the 
Moscow International Competition of Musicians "Magic Lyre" and others.

Agatha Barkova
Moscow, Russia
Agata Barkova was born on January 30, 2013. in Moscow. She began to study music, inspired
by the example of her older sister Eva, who plays several instruments. She initially chose the 
harp and piano, starting to play them at the age of six. At the age of eight, she began to 
master the oboe. Agata is a participant in concert programs of the V. Spivakov Charitable
Foundation, the Magic of Sound Charitable Foundation for the Support of Young Talents, and the 
Art-Line Arts Support Fund. As a soloist he performs with the "Cantus Firmus" orchestra directed by 
A. Khurgin, a regular member of several chamber ensembles. She takes an active part in concerts, master classes 
and educational projects, such as "Summer School in Gnesinka", projects of the Russian Harp Society. Besides 
music, he goes in for sports. Has the third junior figure skating and the second junior trampoline jumping. She is 
engaged in theater and jazz vocals. Agata is a laureate of various festivals and competitions:
- All-Russian competition of instrumental performance "Musical Marathon" - the absolute winner in 2020-2021; 
- First International Competition "Moscow Frontier" - Grand Prix; - Festival of students of string departments of 
schools in Moscow "Moscow stars" - laureate (29.5 out of 30 points); - The First Swiss International Music 
Competition (Lugano, Switzerland) - 2nd award (harp); - I Open Competition-Festival of Performing Arts "Con 
fuoco" - 1st award (harp), (harp, ensemble), (oboe); - IV Moscow open Saradzheva competition of young harpists 
"The Harp Sorceress" 1st award (harp), (harp, ensemble); - X Int’l Open Festival-Competition of Young Musicians 
of the Moscow State Conservatory P.I. Tchaikovsky "VIVAT MUSICA" - 2nd award (harp), diploma winner 
(ensemble); - Int’l competition for instrumental performance Kamerton Competition - 3rd award (harp), (oboe), 

diploma winner (ensemble); - IV International Competition - Festival "Hungary and Russia: Commonwealth of Two Countries" - 2nd award; - Moscow open 
competition for young harpists "Glissando" - 1st award (harp), 2nd award (ensemble); - All-Russian competition "Extravaganza of the harp" - 3rd award (harp), 
2nd award (ensemble); - Int’l competition "Magic Symphony" - 1st award; - VI Int’l Competition "The Magic of Sound" - 1st award; - II Festival "Musical Talents of 
Russia" - 1st award; - participant of the Int’l Festival of the V. Spivakov Foundation "Moscow meets friends"; - Int’l competition "Glier Autumn" - 2nd award; - VI 
All-Russian competition of instrumental performance "Musical Marathon" - 1st award; - II Festival "Musical Talents of Russia" - diploma; - Int’l competition 
"Music Mix" - 1 st award ; - Open Competition for Chamber and Piano Ensembles. Gnesins - 1st award. 
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Amparo Puchol Benet
Valencia, Spain
Amparo R. Puchol Benet was born in 
2007 in Valencia, Spain, specifically in 
Lliria, City of Music, declared by Unesco 
"Creative City of Music" in 2019. 
She began his studies of harp and musical language in 
the prestigious Symphonic Band Unión Musical de 
Lliria at the age of 5, later going on with 8 years to 
study music and harp at the Professional Conservatory 
of Music of Valencia, where he is currently studying 
third year of middle grade. She is also a student at the 

"Katarina Gurska" high musical performance center in Madrid where she regularly receives classes. 
She has participated several times in international competitions such as Arpaplús in its Barcelona 2019 and 
Madrid 2020 editions, obtaining distinctions despite competing with harp students of higher degrees and 
older than her. He has also attended the 2019 Crystal Key Festival in Saint Petersburg as a listener.

Elsa Vázquez Roque
Seville, Spain
Elsa Vázquez Roque was born on 22-04-2009.
Begun learn music at school 
(Colegio Internacional de Sevilla San Francisco de Paula –
Aula Especial de Música) in 2013.
Begun practissing Harp at school 
(Colegio Internacional de Sevilla San Francisco de Paula – Aula Especial de 
Música) with Daniela Iolkicheva in 2015.

o 



Paula Vicente Romero
Albacete, Spain

Victoria Markova
Sofia, Bulgaria
Victoria Antonio Markova was born 2004 in Sofia, Bulgaria. Since September 2014 after excellent 
exam pass she began to study at The National Shcool of Music "Lyubomir Pipkov"-Sofia,Bulgaria
in  the harp class of prof Kohar Andonyan. She has eagerly participated in many Class Productions,
Charity Festivals and Concerts as well as the Opening Concert of "Arpissima" 2019 in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
the Closing concert of prof. S.Klincharova's master class at Saint Mary's Church Paris, France, also she is 
performing as a soloist with the Chamber Orchestra ‘’Orpheus’’ and with Youth Philharmonic Orchestra ‘’Sofia''. She 
attended master classes with master classes with Emanuela Degli Esposti, Ion Ivan-Ronche, Stasa Mirkovic Grujic, 
Victor Hartobanu, Anna Loro. Her first success comes in International competition for young performers of classical 
music instruments Pernik,Bulgaria(2015) where she was awarded 1st Prize just a year of schooling.Soon after,she 
reaches yet another height on The 20th Int’l Competition “Petar Konjovic” in Belgrad,Serbia(2015) where she wins the 
2nd Prize. Victoria has won more prizes and awards, including: 
Selected out of 500 candidates from all over the world to perform at the 14th World Harp Congress in Cardiff, Wales 
2020 ;First Prize - International Music Competition Leopold Bellan 95th edition Paris,France (2021); First Prize – 4th 
Edition Nouvelles Etoiles 2021 International Online Music Competition Paris, France (2021); Laureate I degree (Golden 
diploma), Special award - "Award of the audience" Instrumental Competition "Golden Strings"2021,V.Tarnovo,Bulgar-
ia; First PrizeThe 4th International Moskow Music Competition(2021);  Grand Prix – XV International Competition for 

young performers of classical music instruments Pernik,Bulgaria(2021);First Prize with Honorable Mention - First Music Competition Online 2020,Opus 
Artis-Paris, France;Second Prize – 9th International Harp Contest Suoni d’Arpa in Saluzzo,Italy (2019);Honorable mention - Concertino Praga (2019);  First Prize- 
and Absolute Winner in the nomination HARP 2018 - IX International Music Competition 2018 Belgrade,Serbia;Golden Medal – 4th International Competition 
of  the Harpist Association of Slovenia in Velenje,Slovenia ,2016;
She has been singing in a children's vocal choir "Shturche" with whom she has participated in many charity concerts and festivals. In addition to classical 
music, Victoria has interest and  from contemporary music.She likes to dance,drawing and travel. 
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Kenney Li
Shanghai, China

Marie-Sophie Kaufmann
Vienna, Austria

Marie Sophie Kaufmann comes from a very 
musical family and often plays chamber music, 
accompanied by her grandmother on the piano. 
Marie Sophie studies flute at the International Music Academy 
and besides participating at many concerts in Austria, she has 
won 3rd prize at the Yurij Dolzhikov competition in Moscow in 
2020.
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Yijun Huang
Beijing, China
Yijun Huang,bachelor 5th of Conservatory of Music in China，study from professor Yuan Shen，
a famous organist and professor in the Conservatory of Music. In 2019 was admitted to the 
Conservatory in Music as the first place.Learned organ performance and composing.
2021 won the special first prize of Tariverdiev International Organ Competition.
Attend master lessons many times and was get high praise by many professors.

Claudia Feng Pedrajas García
Malaga, Spain
Hi, my name is Claudia. I am 17 years old and I live in Malaga, Spain. I have been playing the harp 
since I was 8 years old and I have played in various orchestras since I was 13. I am currently studying 
the last year of middle grade at the CPM Manuel Carra Music Conservatory in Málaga. For now I am 
playing in two orchestras, AOM (Academia Orquestal de Málaga) and JOSE (Joven Orquesta del Sur 
de España), and I have recently approved the audition to play in the official orchestra of Andalusia, OJA (Oquesta 
Joven de Andalucía).
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Bianco Alfonso
Avellino, Italy
Alfonso Bianco, born in 2001 in Avellino, graduated from the Conservatory of Music "Domenico 
Cimarosa" of Avellino under the guidance of Maestro Roberto Maggio, with grade 110, honors and 
special mention. He holds the role of 1 flute in the Orchestra of D. Cimarosa Conservatory of Avellino.
He attended the Youth Orchestra of the Carlo Gesualdo Theater in Avellino. It was directed by Maestro 
Carlo Goldstein at the Avellino Conservatory orchestra. He won the first prize at the 1st Cimid International Music 
Competition in Nocera. He participated in the Masterclasses of the following Masters: Salvatore Lombardi, Mario 
Pio Ferrante, Mario Caroli and Jean-Claude Gerard and also attends the annual course of High Specialization
with Maestro Jean-Claude Gerard. Currently he studies with Maestro Salvatore Lombardi at the Conservatory of 
Music “G. Martucci ”of Salerno 
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Wang Yuan
China
Wu Meiyu
Beijing, China

Other participants 
of the competition:

Navendra Harenjit Marcelline
Colombo, Sri Lanka
Nimasha Malshani Ganegoda
Colombo, Sri Lanka
Revan Abhayaratne
Colombo, Sri Lanka
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